

President Barack Obama pauses as he speaks to reporters about the fiscal cliff in the Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House 
in Washington, Friday, Dec. 21, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 


KERRY ON 

JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama has 
nominated Sen. John Kerry, 
one of Washington's most 
respected voices on for¬ 
eign policy, as his next sec- 



Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., 
listens as President Barack 
Obama announces his 
nomination of Kerry as next 
Secretary of State in the White 
House, Friday, Dec. 21, 2012, 
in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 

retary of state. 

The move Friday is the first 
in an expected overhaul of 
Obama’s national security 
team heading into his sec¬ 
ond term. 

As the nation’s top diplo¬ 
mat, Kerry will not only be 
tasked with executing the 
president’s foreign policy 
objectives, but will also 
have a hand in shaping 
them. The longtime law¬ 
maker has been in lockstep 
with Obama on issues like 
nuclear non-proliferation, 
but ahead of the White 
House in advocating ag¬ 
gressive policies in Libya, 
Egypt and elsewhere that 
the president later em¬ 
braced. 

“He is not going to need a 
lot of on-the-job training,” 
Obama said, standing 
alongside Kerry in a White 
House ceremony. 


Continued on Page 3 


DAVID ESPO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
Congress in gridlock and 
stocks taking a fall. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama issued 
a stern summons to law¬ 
makers Friday to pass legis¬ 
lation to prevent year-end 
fiscal cliff tax increases on 
millions and avoid an immi¬ 
nent expiration of benefits 
for the long-term unem¬ 
ployed. 

Republican House Speaker 
John Boehner said Obama 
himself must give more 
ground to reach an agree¬ 
ment. He added, “How 
we get there, God only 
knows.” 

Congress was shutting 
down, and Obama was 
headed to Hawaii to join his 
family for the holidays. But 
both men indicated they’d 
be back working to beat 


the fast-approaching Jan. 
1 deadline with an agree¬ 
ment between Christmas 
and New Year's. 

One day after House an¬ 
ti-tax rebels torpedoed 


Boehner’s ‘Plan B' legis¬ 
lation because it would 
raise rates on million-dollar- 
earners, Obama said he 
still wants a bill that requires 
the well-to-do to pay more. 


“Everybody's got to give a 
little bit in a sensible way” 
to prevent the economy 
from pitching over a reces¬ 
sion-threatening fiscal cliff, 
he said. He spoke after talk¬ 
ing by phone with Boehner 
— architect of the failed 
House bill — and meet¬ 
ing with Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid. Boeh- 
ner's office quickly issued a 
statement saying the Ohio 
Republican intends to re¬ 
turn to the Capitol after 
Christmas “ready to find a 
solution that can pass both 
houses of Congress.” At 
the same time, spokesman 
Brendan Buck said, “we re¬ 
main hopeful he (Obama) 
is finally ready to get seri¬ 
ous about averting the fis¬ 
cal cliff." 


Continued on Page 2 



Speaker of the House John Boehner speaks to reporters about 
the fiscal cliff negotiations at the Capitol in Washington, Friday, 
Dec. 21, 2012. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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Obama, Boehner say still time to reach deal 


Continued from front 

At the White House, Obama 
projected optimism as 
he struggled to deal with 


the wreckage of weeks 
of failed negotiations and 
political maneuvering. “So 
call me a hopeless optimist, 
but I actually still think we 


can get it done,” he said of 
an elusive deal. 

The president spoke at the 
end of a day in which stocks 
tumbled and congressional 
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House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., meets with reporters 
about the fiscal cliff negotiations at the Capitol in Washington, 
Friday, Dec. 21, 2012. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


leaders squabbled as the 
fiscal cliff drew implaca¬ 
bly closer. Boehner spoke 
in the morning, describing 
the increasingly tangled 
attempts to beat the Jan. 
1 deadline and head off 
the perilous combination 
of across-the-board tax 
hikes and deep spending 
cuts. Obama spoke shortly 
before a scheduled de¬ 
parture to join his family in 
Hawaii for Christmas, but 
in an indication of the im¬ 
portance of the issue, he 
told reporters he would 
be returning to the White 
House next week. He said 
that in his negotiations with 
Boehner, he had offered to 
meet Republicans halfway 
when it came to taxes, and 
“more than halfway” to¬ 
ward their target for spend¬ 
ing cuts.He said he remains 
committed to working to¬ 
ward a goal of longer-term 
deficit reduction, but in the 
meantime he said quick 


action is needed to keep 
taxes from rising for tens of 
millions. 

“Averting this middle class 
tax hike is not a Demo¬ 
cratic responsibility or a Re¬ 
publican responsibility. With 
their votes, the American 
people have decided that 
government is a shared re¬ 
sponsibility,” he said, refer¬ 
ring to a Congress where 
power is divided between 
the two parties. “We move 
forward together or we 
don’t move forward at 
all," he added. Progress 
was invisible one day after 
House Republican rebels 
thwarted Boehner’s plan 
to prevent tax increases for 
all but the nation’s million- 
dollar earners. And while 
neither House is expected 
to meet again until after 
Christmas, officials in both 
parties said there was still 
time to prevent the chang¬ 
es from kicking in with the 
new year. □ 
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Kerry gets nod for Secretary of State 


Philly teen sues 
for Mitt Romney 
T-shirt mockery 

Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The 

family of a Philadelphia 
teenager who says she was 
mocked by her geometry 
teacher for wearing a Mitt 
Romney T-shirt to class has 
sued the teacher and the 
school district. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 
reports the lawsuit claims 
the district ignored 16-year- 
old Samantha Pawlucy’s 
right to free speech. 

The lawsuit claims the dis¬ 
trict let other students 
harass Pawlucy and sub¬ 
jected her to emotional 
distress. It seeks unspecified 
damages. 

A district spokesman won’t 
comment. 

Teacher Lynette Gaymon 
has apologized to Pawlucy. 
A telephone message left 
Friday for Gaymon hasn’t 
been returned. 

Pawlucy says the teacher 
questioned why she was 
wearing the shirt and called 
others to the room to laugh 
at her in September. 
Romney called the girl's 
family and said he appreci¬ 
ated her courage. The Re¬ 
publican lost Pennsylvania 
and the November elec¬ 
tion to President Barack 
Obama. □ 


Continued from front 

“Few individuals know as 
many presidents and prime 
ministers or grasp our for¬ 
eign policies as firmly as 
John Kerry.” 

He is expected to win con¬ 
firmation easily in the Sen¬ 
ate, where he has served 
since 1985, the last six years 
as chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

Kerry would take the helm 
at the State Department 
from Secretary Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton, who has long 
planned to leave the ad¬ 
ministration early next year. 
Clinton is recovering from a 
concussion sustained in a 
fall and did not attend the 
White House event. 

In a statement, Clinton 
said, “John Kerry has been 
tested — in war, in govern¬ 
ment, and in diplomacy. 
Time and again, he has 
proven his mettle." 

Obama settled on Kerry 
for the job even though 
it could cause a political 
problem for Democrats 
in Massachusetts. Kerry’s 
move to State would open 
the Senate seat he has held 
for five terms, giving Repub¬ 
licans an opportunity to 
take advantage. Recently 
defeated Republican Sen. 
Scott Brown would be his 
party’s clear favorite in a 


special election. 

Kerry would join a nation¬ 
al security team in flux, 
with Obama expected to 
choose a new defense sec¬ 
retary and director of the 
Central Intelligence Agen¬ 


cy in the coming weeks. 
The 69-year-old Kerry al¬ 
ready has deep relation¬ 
ships with many world 
leaders, formed both dur¬ 
ing his Senate travels and 
as an unofficial envoy for 
Obama. The president has 
called upon Kerry in par¬ 
ticular to diffuse diplomat¬ 


ic disputes in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, two countries 
that will be at the forefront 
of Obama’s foreign policy 
agenda early in his second 
term. 

At times, Kerry has been 


more forward-leaning than 
Obama on foreign policy 
issues. He was an early ad¬ 
vocate of an international 
“no-fly zone” over Libya in 
2011 and among the first 
U.S. lawmakers to call for 
Egyptian strongman Hosni 
Mubarak to leave power 
as pro-democracy pro¬ 


tests grew. Obama later 
backed both positions. 
Kerry would take over at 
a State Department grap¬ 
pling with the deaths of the 
U.S. ambassador to Libya 
and three other Americans 
during a September attack 
on the consulate in Beng¬ 
hazi, Libya. Kerry, during 
a hearing on the attacks 
Thursday, hinted at how he 
would manage U.S. diplo¬ 
matic personnel working in 
unstable regions. 

“There will always be a 
tension between the dip¬ 
lomatic imperative to get 
‘outside the wire’ and the 
security standards that re¬ 
quire our diplomats to work 
behind high walls,” he said. 
“Our challenge is to strike a 
balance between the ne¬ 
cessity of the mission, avail¬ 
able resources and toler¬ 
ance for risk." 

His only other rival for the 
job, U.N. Ambassador Su¬ 
san Rice, faced harsh criti¬ 
cism from congressional 
Republicans for her initial 
accounting of the consul¬ 
ate attack. Obama vig¬ 
orously defended Rice, a 
close friend and longtime 
adviser, but Republican 
senators dug in, threaten¬ 
ing to hold up her nomina¬ 
tion if the president tapped 
her for the postO 



President Barack Obama shakes hands with Sen. John Kerry, 
D-Mass., his choice to be the next Secretary of State, as he 
makes his announcement in the Roosevelt Room of the White 
House in Washington, Friday, Dec. 21,2012. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 
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NRA: Armed guards in schools to deter violence 


ERIC LICHTBLAU 
J.H. CUSHMAN Jr. 

© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - After a 
weeklong silence follow¬ 
ing the Connecticut school 
shootings, the National 
Rifle Association on Friday 
called for a program to arm 
and train guards in schools 
as the best way to protect 
children from gun violence. 
The group blamed video 
games, the news media 
and lax law enforcement - 
but not guns - for a recent 
rash of mass shootings. 

It offered no new proposals 
to restrict firearms. 

“The only thing that stops 
a bad guy with a gun is a 
good guy with a gun," said 
Wayne LaPierre, the NRA's 
vice president, at a packed 
media event that was inter¬ 
rupted twice by protesters 
demanding tougher gun 
controls. 

Angry and combative, 
LaPierre, who has led the 
NRA's operations for two 


decades, complained 
that the news media had 
unfairly “demonized gun 
owners,” and he called 
the makers of violent video 


games “a callous, corrupt 
and corrupting shadow in¬ 
dustry that sells, and sows, 
violence against its own 
people.” Shock over the 


Connecticut shootings has 
spurred wide calls for tight¬ 
er gun control measures, 
with even some pro-gun 
lawmakers aligned with the 


NRA saying that they were 
rethinking their positions. 
With the NRA unusually 
quiet since the shootings, 
gun control supporters and 
opponents had looked to 
Friday’s event as a sign of 
how the nation's largest 
and best-known gun lobby 
would respond and wheth¬ 
er it would pledge cooper¬ 
ation with the White House 
and lawmakers seeking 
new actions. LaPierre’s de¬ 
fiant tone suggested other¬ 
wise. NRA leaders took no 
questions, ignoring report¬ 
ers who called out to ask 
LaPierre and David Keene, 
the group's president, 
whether they planned to 
work with President Barack 
Obama. The NRA's main 
answer to school violence 
was a model program it 
unveiled called National 
School Shield, which would 
train and arm security 
guards at schools in those 
local districts that want to 
use it.Q 



Medea Benjamin, co-founder of the group Code Pink, is removed from the room by security 
for interrupting a speech by Wayne LaPierre, the executive vice president of the National Rifle 
Association, in Washington, Dec. 21, 2012. During the news conference Friday, the NRA called 
for armed protection for each school in the country as the best way to protect children from gun 
violence. (Brendan Hoffman/The New York Times) 
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Chilling new details emerge a week after massacre 


KATIE ZEZIMA 
Associated Press 
NEWTOWN, Connecti¬ 
cut (AP) — As Americans 
paused for the one-week 
anniversary of the shoot¬ 
ings at Sandy Hook Ele¬ 
mentary School, new de¬ 
tails emerged Friday about 
the gunman, Adam Lanza, 
who acquaintances said 
was able to take apart and 
reassemble a computer 
in a matter of minutes but 
rarely spoke to anyone. 

In high school, Lanza used 
to slither through the hall¬ 
ways, awkwardly pressing 
himself against the wall 
while wearing the same 
green shirt and khaki pants 
every day. He hardly ever 
talked to classmates and 
once gave a presentation 
entirely by computer, nev¬ 
er uttering a single word. 
“As long as I knew him, he 
never really spoke,” said 
Daniel Frost, who took a 
computer class with Lanza 
and remembered his skill 
with electronics. 

Lanza seemed to spend 
most of his time in his own 
large space in the base¬ 
ment of the home he 
shared with his mother — 
the same basement where 
she kept a collection of 
guns, said Russell Ford, a 
friend of Nancy Lanza who 
had done chimney and 
pipe work on the Lanza 
home. 

A week ago, Lanza fatal¬ 
ly shot his mother before 
blasting his way into the 
school, killing 20 children 
and six teachers with a mili¬ 
tary style rifle. As police ap¬ 
proached, he used a hand¬ 


gun to commit suicide. 
Nancy Lanza was often 
seen around town and reg¬ 
ularly chatted up friends 
and acquaintances at a 
local restaurant, but her 
20-year-old son was a mys¬ 
terious figure who was sel¬ 
dom spotted in this com¬ 


munity of rolling hills and 
clapboard colonial homes, 
according to Ford and oth¬ 
er townspeople. 

The basement of the Lanza 
home was fully carpeted 
and had artwork, including 
a picture of a horse, on the 
walls. There was a comput¬ 
er, a flat-screen television, 
couches and an elaborate 
setup for video games. 
Nancy Lanza kept her guns 
in what appeared to be a 


secure case in another part 
of the basement, Ford said. 
“She was from gun culture. 
Live free or die. That was 
truly her upbringing,” said 
Ford, who often met the 
New Hampshire native and 
other friends at a regular 
Tuesday evening gathering 


at My Place, a local restau¬ 
rant. 

Ford did not know if Lanza 
brought her son shooting. 
Over the past year and 
a half. Ford said, Nancy 
Lanza had told him that 
she planned to move out 
West and enroll Adam in a 
“school or a center.” The 
plan started unfolding after 
Adam turned 18. 

“He wouldn’t be dwelling 
with her," said Ford, who 


remembered that Adam 
Lanza never spoke to him 
or even made eye con¬ 
tact. 

“She knew she needed to 
be near him,” he added. 
“She was trying to do what 
was positive for him." 

Ford said Nancy Lanza 


didn’t elaborate on what 
type of services she want¬ 
ed her son to receive. Ford 
hadn’t seen her in about a 
month and a half, and said 
she made fewer appear¬ 
ances at the restaurant in 
recent months. 

Mark Tambascio, owner 
of My Place, said Nancy 
Lanza described the same 
plan to him, saying she 
might move to Washington 
state. 


Back in high school. Frost re¬ 
called, Lanza once made 
a class presentation about 
how to change the folders 
in Microsoft Windows differ¬ 
ent colors. He did it without 
saying a word, just dem¬ 
onstrating the steps on a 
screen. 

Someone in the class 
brought in the video game 
called “Counter-Strike,” a 
first-person shooting video 
game in which players 
compete against each 
other as either terrorists or 
counter-terrorists. Frost said. 
Lanza “seemed pretty in¬ 
terested in the game,” Frost 
recalled, and would play 
it with other students. He 
remembers the weapons 
Lanza chose: an M4 mili¬ 
tary-style assault rifle and a 
dock handgun. 

Authorities said Lanza used 
a military-style assault rifle 
during the rampage and 
carried handguns. 

A week after the massa¬ 
cre, authorities still have 
no clear reason why Lanza 
would lash out at defense¬ 
less first-graders and their 
caretakers. The seemingly 
random nature of the at¬ 
tack makes it all the more 
chilling. 

State police spokesman 
Lt. J. Paul Vance said it is 
too soon to draw any con¬ 
clusions. A final report on 
the investigation could be 
months away. 

Lanza destroyed the hard 
drive of his computer be¬ 
fore the attack, and inves¬ 
tigators have been unable 
to retrieve any information 
from it, according to a per¬ 
son briefed on the caseO 



Connecticut Gov. Dan Malloy, center, stands with Janet Robinson, left, the Newtown Superintendent 
of Schools and other officials to observe a moment of silence while bells ring 26 times in Newtown, 
Conn., Friday, Dec. 21, 2012, in honor of the 26 adults and children who were killed last Friday 
during the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 
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US woman sleeps through tornado ripping off roof 


MELISSA GABRIEL 
Associated Press 
MOBILE, Alabama (AP) — 

An Alabama woman said 
Friday she fell asleep on the 
couch and didn't realize 
a tornado had ripped off 
parf of her roof and dam¬ 
aged mosf of the home un¬ 
til firefighters and neighbors 
came to check on her. 
Betty Russell, who will turn 
77 on Dec. 26, said she 
slept through the violent 
storm Thursday night after 
she dozed off on the sofa 
watching TV. She was wo¬ 
ken by sirens from rescuers 
in the area afterward. 

“I didn’t know I was that 
heavy a sleeper,” she said. 
“It had caved in the south 
side of my house and hon¬ 
estly I didn’t hear it. I can¬ 
not believe I didn't hear it 
but I didn't.” 


Russell walked threw her 
debris-strewn house and 
looked at the hole in the 
ceiling of her bedroom. 


where she usually sleeps. 
“There is a huge hole right 
where her bed is," her 
grandson, Scott Russell, 13, 


said. “She usually goes to 
sleep in that bedroom, but 
for some reason she didn't 
do it this time and she was 
saved.” 

Betty Russell believes an¬ 
gels helped keep her safe. 
She collects small statues 
of angels and has them 
displayed on bookshelves, 
tables and glass cases 
throughout the home 
where she has lived since 
1962. Russell said her two 
most important angels are 
her husband and son, who 
died at different times both 
within weeks of Christmas. 

“I love angels and I was 
just in Rome last month in 
November and I just en¬ 
joyed the basilicas and 
other places we toured 
with paintings and statues 
of little chubby angels," she 
said. “Personally, I feel like 


I have two angels, my son 
and my husband, so feel 
like I was looked after." 

She doesn’t know when 
she will start repairs to her 
roof, bedroom and the 
outside of her home. She 
plans to go ahead and 
spend Christmas with fam¬ 
ily in Colorado, something 
she was looking forward to 
before the storm. 

In the meantime, she is 
counting her blessing that 
she wasn't harmed. 

“I am so thankful to God,” 
she said. 

As passersby stopped to 
check out the massive 
trees that smashed into 
the house and crushed a 
neighbor’s sport utility ve¬ 
hicle, the Russell family qui¬ 
etly salvaged what they 
could and marveled that 
she wasn't hurt.Q 



Neighbors and friends stand in Betty Russell’s driveway looking 
at a fallen tree on Thursday, Dec. 20, 2012, in the Dauphin Acres 
neighborhood in Mobile, Ala. A powerful storm peeled the roofs 
from buildings, toppled trucks and blew down oak trees and 
limbs in the Mobile area, leading to some road closures but no 
reports of major injuries, authorities said early Thursday. 

(AP Photo/AL.com, Mike Brantley) 
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Company with no-layoffs stance 
gives team profit-sharing checks 


ANDREW MARTIN 
© 2012 New York Times 

Marvin Windows and Doors, 
a family-owned business 
based in northern Minne¬ 
sota, survived the financial 
crisis without any employee 
layoffs, a decision that won 
the company praise from 
presidential candidates 
and pundits alike. 

On Friday, the company 
gave employees their first 
profit-sharing checks in four 
years, plus a ham. While 
the checks were relatively 
modest - $799,379 was split 
among 2,573 employees, 
an average of $311 for 
each employee - compa¬ 
ny officials said it was a sign 
that the worst of the crisis 
may be over. 

“I think everyone believes 
that we are in the midst of 
a recovery, albeit a slow 
and painful one,” said 
John Kirchner, a company 


spokesman. 

During the presiden¬ 
tial campaign. President 
Barack Obama referred 
to Marvin on several oc¬ 
casions as an example of 
a company that valued its 
employees over profits. In¬ 
stead of laying off workers, 
Marvin officials cut back 
hours for hourly workers, 
eliminated some perks and 
cut pay for salaried em¬ 
ployees, including execu¬ 
tives and family members, 
with the goal of breaking 
even until the economy im¬ 
proved. 

In his acceptance speech 
at the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Convention, Obama 
noted that Marvin did not 
lay off any of its employ¬ 
ees when the recession hit 
“even when their competi¬ 
tors shut down dozens of 
plants, even when it meant 
the owner gave up some 


perks and some pay be¬ 
cause they understood 
that their biggest asset was 
the community and the 
workers who had helped 
build that business - they 
give me hope.” 

Ironically, Marvin's top ex¬ 
ecutives are Republicans 
and reliable contributors 
to Republican presidential 
campaigns. The compa¬ 
ny’s president, Susan Mar¬ 
vin, endorsed Mitt Romney 
at a rally with his running 
mate, Paul Ryan. In No¬ 
vember, before the elec¬ 
tion, Romney visited a Mar¬ 
vin plant in Virginia. 

“During a time when the 
housing market was in such 
distress, for them to be able 
to maintain their business 
and maintain their em¬ 
ployee base is an extraor¬ 
dinary thing,” Romney said, 
according to local news 
reportsO 
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Woman at church, 2 others killed by US gunman 


GENARO ARMAS 
JOEMANDAK 
Associated Press 
HOLLIDAYSBURG, Pennsyl¬ 
vania (AP) — A man fatally 
shot a woman decorating 
for a children’s Christmas 
party at a tiny church hall 
and killed two men else¬ 
where in a rural Pennsylva¬ 
nia township Friday before 
he was fatally shot in a gun- 
fight with state troopers. 

The shootings began in 
Frankstown Township at 
about 9 a.m. local time and 
investigators were process¬ 
ing five crime scenes within 
about a 1.5-mile (2.4-kilo- 
meter) radius, authorities 
said at a news briefing Fri¬ 
day afternoon. The troop¬ 
ers were responding to an 
emergency call of a shoot¬ 
ing in the township when 
they heard calls reporting 
at least one other shoot¬ 
ing elsewhere, state police 


spokeswoman Maria Finn 
said. 

Blair County District Attor¬ 


ney Richard Consiglio said 
that there “might be some 
relation" between at least 
two of the victims in and 
around the tiny village in 
Geeseytown, about 70 


miles west of Harrisburg. 
The names of the victims 
and the gunman weren’t 


(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic) 

immediately released. 

The woman at Juniata Val¬ 
ley Gospel Church had 
cooked food the day be¬ 
fore for the funeral of the 
longtime pastor, said the 



Emergency responders block Juniata Valley Road on Friday, 
Dec. 21, 2012 in Geeseytown, Pa. A man fatally shot a woman 
decorating for a children's Christmas party at a tiny church hall 
and killed two men elsewhere in the rural central Pennsylvania 
township Friday before he was fatally shot in a gunfight with 
state troopers. 


US, Puerto Rico sign agreement 
on reforming police department 


DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— The U.S. Justice Depart¬ 
ment and Puerto Rico’s 
government signed an 
agreement Friday to reform 
the island’s police depart¬ 
ment, which has long been 
accused of corruption, il¬ 
legal killings and civil rights 
violations. 

The agreement resolved a 
lawsuit that U.S. authorities 
also filed Friday, more than 
a year after federal pros¬ 
ecutors issued a scathing 
report on the U.S. territory's 
police department, which 
is the second-largest force 


in the U.S. with more than 
17,000 officers. 

“The challenges that we 
identified in the report 
were many years in the 
making,” Assistant Attor¬ 
ney General Thomas Perez 
said in a phone interview. 
“Solving the problem is go¬ 
ing to take many years. I 
think it can get done, but 
it’s hard work.” 

Gov. Luis Fortuno said the 
agreement will make for a 
safer Puerto Rico, an island 
of 4 million people that re¬ 
ported a record 1,117 ho¬ 
micides last year. 

“Today we establish the 
cornerstones for a fresh 


start with Puerto Rico’s po¬ 
lice,” he said. “There is still 
a lot of work to be done, 
but we have begun a far- 
reaching reform that the 
police department need¬ 
ed decades ago." 

Fortuno said both parties 
have asked that a judge 
temporarily suspend pro¬ 
ceedings until April to give 
the island's incoming gov¬ 
ernment time to evaluate 
and possibly modify the 
agreement if needed. 

The lawsuit accused po¬ 
lice of discrimination, using 
excessive force and con¬ 
ducting unlawful searches 
and seizures. □ 


Rev. James McCaulley, his 
brother. The central Penn¬ 
sylvania church was still 
reeling from the Rev. David 
McCaulley’s death when 
the woman returned to 
decorate the church hall 
— named after the pastor 
of 58 years — and bullets 
ripped through a window, 
he said. 

The gunman then entered 
and shot one of two wom¬ 
en before he left, the Rev. 
James McCaulley said. 

Two troopers driving to the 
scene of one shooting were 
fired upon by the driver of 
a pickup truck headed in 
the other direction, and 


the truck smashed head- 
on into a cruiser driven by 
a third trooper. The truck 
driver — believed to be 
the gunman who killed 
the other victims — exited 
the truck and immediately 
fired at the troopers, who 
returned fire and killed him, 
Finn said. 

All three troopers were be¬ 
ing treated at a hospital for 
what Finn said were non¬ 
life threatening injuries. 

One trooper was hit by 
two bullets, one that hit 
the body armor on his 
chest and the other which 
wounded the trooper’s 
wrist, Finn said. □ 
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Monti resigns as Italy set to vote 


Margaret Thatcher in hospital 


COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Mario Monti 
handed in his resignation to 
Italy’s president in Rome on 
Friday, bringing to a close 
his “difficult but fascinating” 
13-month technical gov¬ 
ernment and preparing the 
country for national elec¬ 
tions. 

With the short trip to the presi¬ 
dent's office after bidding a 
farewell to foreign diplomats 
and then his Cabinet, Monti 
kept his pledge to step down 
as soon as Parliament ap¬ 
proved a budget law. 
President Giorgio Napoli- 
tano, who tapped Monti in 
November 2011 to draft re¬ 
forms to shield Italy from the 
continent's debt crisis, asked 
Monti to stay on as head of a 
caretaker government until 
the national vote, expected 
in February. 

Napolitano will meet with 
leaders of Italian parties Sat¬ 
urday morning before dis¬ 
solving Parliament. 

The question facing Italy, 
the eurozone’s third-largest 
economy and with the sec¬ 
ond-largest debt as a pro¬ 
portion of GDP, is if the vote 
will mark a return to politics 


as usual, or if the govern¬ 
ment of technocrats suc¬ 
ceeded in some measure 
in preparing the way to 
continue the path of re¬ 
forms and sacrifices. 

Monti is expected to an¬ 
nounce Sunday wheth¬ 
er he will run to head a 
political government — 


backed by a collection 
of small centrist parties 
and movements, and 
perhaps even Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi. Berlusconi has 
been toying with a return 
to electoral politics — af¬ 
ter first pulling support in 
Parliament for Monti’s 


government then inviting 
him to run under a conser¬ 
vative banner. The leader 
of the center-left. Pier Lu¬ 
igi Bersani, is among those 
critical of a Monti candida¬ 
cy, saying that parties built 
around personalities “is not 
good for Italy." 

A survey by the Demopo- 


lis institute for La7 private 
TV aired on Friday showed 
that two-thirds of Italians 
believe the Monti govern¬ 
ment had succeeded in 
restoring credibility to Italy 
and more than half said it 
had made progress in the 
fight against tax evasionO 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Former 
British Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher is recuper¬ 
ating at a hospital after 
an operation to remove a 
bladder growth, a friend 
said Friday. 

The 87-year-old Thatcher 
went to see her doctor 
after experiencing some 
discomfort and subse¬ 
quently had the growth 
removed, according to 
longtime adviser Tim Bell. 
The operation was “com- 


PARIS (AP) — The Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund 
warned Friday that the 
French economy, the eu¬ 
rozone’s second-largest, 
is vulnerable to a down¬ 
turn because of its shrink¬ 
ing share of the export 
market and ossified labor 
market and urged the 
government to do more, 
faster to stay competitive 
and keep its finances un¬ 
der control. 

A day after the French 
parliament passed a new 


pletely satisfactory,” Bell 
said. Fie said he couldn’t go 
into detail as to the nature 
of the growth and declined 
to name the hospital, saying 
he did not want it to be inun¬ 
dated with calls. 

Thatcher, Britain’s first female 
prime minister, has been in 
fragile health since she suf¬ 
fered a series of small strokes 
more than a decade ago. 
Although she has occasion¬ 
ally appeared at private 
functions, she has not made 
public statements for some 
time.Q 


budget that included a 75 
percent tax on those earning 
more than €1 million ($1.32 
million),the IMF’s executive 
board praised the country’s 
efforts to fix its economic 
problems. But the statement 
suggested that France’s 
projections of its 2013 bud¬ 
get deficit were too rosy 
and warned that the coun¬ 
try’s companies remained 
at a severe disadvantage 
to those in other European 
countries, especially for in¬ 
vestment and innovation. □ 



Italian Premier Mario Monti poses at the end of his speech at 
the Foreign Ministry for the Italian Ambassadors conference in 
Rome, Friday, Dec. 21, 2012. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia) 


IMF: French economy vulnerable 
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Violence erupts ahead of critical Egypt referendum 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 
NAJIB JOBAIN 
Associated Press 
ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (AP) — 

Violence erupted between 
Egypt's divided camps on 
Friday, the eve of the final 
round of a referendum on a 
constitution that has polar¬ 
ized the nation, as Islamists 
and their opponents pelted 
each other with stones while 
police fired tear gas in the 
streets of the Mediterranean 
city of Alexandria. 

The contentious referen¬ 
dum, which would bring a 
greater implementation of 
Islamic law to Egypt, is ex¬ 
pected to be approved in 
Saturday’s voting. 

The new clashes — in which 
opponents of Islamists set 
fire to cars and dozens of 
people were hurt — illus¬ 
trated how the new charter 
is unlikely to ease the violent 
conflict over the country’s 
future. For a month, Egypt 
has been torn between Is- 


B. BEN BOUAZZA 
Associated Press 
TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Two 

forest camps near Tunisia’s 
shared border with Alge¬ 
ria hid al-Qaida-linked net¬ 
works that trained young 
men for fighting and orga¬ 
nized the travel of already- 
seasoned fighters looking to 
carry out attacks elsewhere, 
Tunisia’s top security official 
said Friday. 

A police officer who stum¬ 
bled upon one of the sites 
early this month died in a 
shootout with the militants, 
and his discovery led to 16 
arrests and the dismantling 
of the two nascent cells. 
Security forces seized ex¬ 
plosives, guns and maps, as 
well combat gear and cod¬ 
ed documents from one of 
the groups, which Interior 
Minister Ali Larayedh said 
was led by three Algerians 


lamists and their oppo¬ 
nents, who accuse Presi¬ 
dent Mohammed Morsi 
and his Muslim Brother¬ 
hood of trying to unilater¬ 
ally impose their will on the 
country. 

Meanwhile, Morsi was al¬ 
ready gearing up for the 
next steps after the con¬ 
stitution’s passage, mak- 


with ties to the head of 
al-Qaida's North African 
offshoot AQIM. They had 
been active for about 
three months in the nation¬ 
al forest in central Tunisia 
preparing young Tunisian 
men, including many who 
wanted to go to Libya and 
Algeria for fighting and 
more paramilitary training, 
he said. The second group 
was discovered in another 
national forest in northern 
Tunisia, about 200 kilo¬ 
meters (100 miles) away, 
apparently with the sole 
purpose of moving experi¬ 
enced militants from Libya 
to Algeria, he said. Both 
camps were near the bor¬ 
der with Algeria, and au¬ 
thorities there and in Libya 
cooperated in the investi¬ 
gation, Larayedh said. 

“We strongly believe there 
are links between these 


ing a last-minute appoint¬ 
ment of 90 new members 
to the parliament’s upper 
house, a third of its total 
membership. Current rules 
allow him to do so, but if 
he waited until the charter 
was passed he could only 
appoint 10. 

The body is normally so 
toothless and ignored that 


two groups,” Larayedh 
said. A branch of al-Qaida 
is active in Algeria and has 
occasionally crossed into 


few Egyptians bothered to 
vote in elections for it ear¬ 
lier this year, allowing an 
almost total sweep by the 
Brotherhood and other Is¬ 
lamists. But once the char¬ 
ter is passed, it will hold law¬ 
making powers until elec¬ 
tions for a new lower house 
are held — not expected 
for several months. 

Friday’s appointments 

added to the tiny ranks of 
non-Islamists in the upper 
house, known as the Shura 
Council, but preserved the 
Islamists' overwhelming 

hold. A spokesman for the 
main opposition umbrella 
National Salvation Front 
dismissed the appoint¬ 
ments, accusing Morsi of 
setting up a token opposi¬ 
tion much like ousted auto¬ 
crat Hosni Mubarak did. 
“This council and this con¬ 
stitution will also fail as long 
as there is no real opposi¬ 
tion and no real dialogue, 
and as long as Morsi is only 


Tunisia, where hardline Is¬ 
lamists are on the rise since 
the ousting of a secular 
president in 2011 .□ 


serving his clan and taking 
orders from the head office 
of the Muslim Brotherhood,” 
Hussein Abdel-Razek told 
The Associated Press. 

For the past month, both 
sides have been bringing 
their supporters into the 
street for mass rallies some¬ 
times numbering in the 
tens of thousands — and 
repeatedly erupting into 
clashes. 

In part, Egypt's split has 
been over who will shape 
the country’s path two 
years after Mubarak's oust¬ 
er. An opposition made up 
of liberals, leftists, secular 
Egyptians and a swath of 
the public angered over 
Morsi’s 6-month-old rule 
fear Islamists are creating 
a new Mubarak-style au¬ 
tocracy. They accuse the 
Brotherhood of monopoliz¬ 
ing the levers of power and 
point to the draft charter, 
which Islamists on the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly rammed 
through despite a boy¬ 
cott by liberal and secular 
members. □ 
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A masked protester poses with a tear gas canister in front of a 
burning vehicle during clashes between opponents of Egyptian 
President Mohammed Morsi and his Islamist supporters in 
Alexandria, Egypt, Friday, Dec. 21, 2012. (AP Photo) 


Tunisia camps hid networks with Qaida links 
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Group: More than 20,000 people 
missing in Mexico in past 6 years 



Ushangi Davitashvili kisses the bust of Soviet dictator Josef Stalin 
that stands in the courtyard of his apartment building in the 
Georgian capital, Tbilisi, Friday, Dec. 21, 2012. Stalin was born 
in Georgia in 1879 and led the Soviet Union through decades of 
totalitarian reforms and political purges. 

(AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov) 

Stalin's birthday marked in 
Russia and other countries 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

civic organization released 
a database on Thursday 
that it says contains official 
information on more than 
20,000 people who disap¬ 
peared in Mexico over the 
past six years, a period that 
also saw thousands of peo¬ 
ple killed after the govern¬ 
ment launched a crack¬ 
down against drug cartels. 
Propuesta Civica, or Civic 
Proposal, said the data¬ 


base it posted on its web¬ 
site contains details on 
20,851 missing people that 
it says were collected by 
the federal Attorney Gen¬ 
eral’s Office during the just- 
ended administration of 
President Felipe Calderon. 
The missing include police 
officers, bricklayers, house¬ 
wives, lawyers, students, 
businessmen and more 
than 1,200 children under 
age 11. They are listed one 
by one with such details as 
name, age, gender and 


the date and place where 
the person disappeared. 
The database also includes 
chilling details of kidnap¬ 
pings, including the case 
of a man who was taken 
by a group of gunmen who 
stormed into his workplace 
in the city of Gomez Pala- 
cio, in the northern state 
of Durango, and took him 
away while his co-workers 
watched. 

Another report details the 
disappearance of three 
businessmen in the west¬ 


ern state of Michoacan, a 
place dominated by the 
Knights Templar drug car¬ 
tel, a quasi-religious organi¬ 
zation that controls most of 
the state. 

The report says the men 
were kidnapped in the 
town of Patzcuaro by gun¬ 
men traveling in two pick¬ 
up trucks. 

A spokesman for federal 
prosecutors, who would not 
allow his name to be used 
under the agency’s rules, 
said the Attorney General’s 


Office had no knowledge 
of the document. 

Civic Proposal executive 
director Pilar Talavera said 
the database doesn’t con¬ 
tain enough information to 
determine how many of 
the disappearances are 
linked to the drug war. 

She also said the report has 
inconsistencies that raise 
questions about whether 
all the missing are included. 
For instance, the northern 
state of Baja California, 
where the border city of 
Tijuana is located, has only 
15 people reported as miss¬ 
ing even though it had hun¬ 
dreds of people killed as 
warring drug gangs fought 
for control. 

Baja California is also the 
state where soldiers in 2009 
detained a man who con¬ 
fessed to disposing of at 
least 300 bodies over a de¬ 
cade by dissolving them in 
vats of lye. 

Mexico City, with 7,137 
people on the list, has the 
largest number of missing in 
the country, but the capital 
is one of the cities least af¬ 
fected by drug-related vio¬ 
lence. 

Despite the inconsistencies, 
the organization decided 
to publish the database to 
pressure the government 
to release official informa¬ 
tion on the missing, Talav¬ 
era said. 

“This database is one of the 
few sources of information 
that civil society has had 
access to (and that can 
help) to start to compre¬ 
hend the true magnitude 
of violence in Mexico in the 
last six years,” she said.Q 


Associated Press 
TBILISI, Georgia (AP) — Peo¬ 
ple across the vast territory 
where Josef Stalin once 
imposed his terror have 
marked the 133rd anniver¬ 
sary of the dictator’s birth, 
some in hatred but others 
in reverence. 

In Moscow, several hun¬ 
dred Russian Communists 
led by their leader Gen¬ 
nady Zuyganov laid flowers 
at Stalin's grave at the Red 
Square Friday, while smaller 
rallies were held across Rus¬ 
sia and several former So¬ 
viet republics. 

Leftists in neighboring Belar¬ 
us said they found a Stalin 
statue that was buried after 
denunciation of his person¬ 
ality cult in 1956, but refused 
to specify its whereabouts 
because they fear authori¬ 
ties will order its destruction. 
Authorities in Stalin's home¬ 
town of Gori, Georgia, they 
will reinstall his statue that 
was removed in 2010. 

In southern Ukraine, sev¬ 
eral ethnic Crimean Tatars 


trashed a small street exhi¬ 
bition on Stalin. The entire 
Crimean Tatar population 
of Ukraine was hastily de¬ 
ported in cattle trains on 
Stalin’s orders in 1944 for 
their alleged collaboration 
with Nazi Germans during 
World War II. Of the 200,000 
Crimean Tatars, almost a 
fifth died of starvation and 
diseases, and the survivors 
were allowed to return only 
in the late 1980s. 

According to the prominent 
Russian right group Me¬ 
morial, Stalin ordered the 
deaths of at least 724,000 
people during the purges 
and repression of the 1930s, 
while millions died as a re¬ 
sult of the forced labor sys¬ 
tem in Gulags, the Soviet 
prison system. 

But, some people believe 
he was a strong and val¬ 
iant leader whose grip on 
the nation was needed for 
security and his popularity 
in Russia has been climbing 
amid Kremlin-backed ef¬ 
forts to defend his imageO 



A banner shows ink drawings of missing people at the National 
March for Dignity on the day Mexicans celebrate el Dia de La 
Madre, or Mother’s Day, in Mexico City. 

(AP Photo/Alexandre Meneghini) 
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2 dead as looting spreads in Argentina 


LATIN BRIEFS 

Official: Mormon 
missionaries freed 

from Guatemala 

GUATEMALA CITY (AP) — 

Guatemalan authorities 
say two female Mormon 
missionaries were kid¬ 
napped for two days be¬ 
fore being freed by a spe¬ 
cial police anti-kidnapping 
unit helped by the FBI. Inte¬ 
rior Minister Mauricio Lopez 
Bonilla says three kidnap¬ 
pers were captured during 
the rescue of the 22-year- 
old missionaries, one from 
the U.S. and the other from 
Ecuador. He said the two 
were taken Wednesday 
and held in a house in the 
town of Escuintla, about 30 
miles from the capital. The 
kidnappers had demand¬ 
ed a $5 million ransom. Lo¬ 
pez said the women had 
no obvious injuries or signs 
of ill treatment. □ 

Peru: American, 
Canadian killed in 
Rafting accident 

LIMA, Peru (AP) — Peruvian 
police say they have found 
the body of an American 
woman who was missing 
after a raft carrying foreign 
tourists capsized in a turbu¬ 
lent river. A Canadian man 
also died and his body was 
found earlier. Officials say 
the accident happened 
Tuesday in Cuzco prov¬ 
ince as Peruvian guides 
took three rafts down the 
rain-swollen Vilcanota River 
carrying tourists. Twenty- 
three-year-old Alycia Ber- 
rier from Pennsylvania had 
initially been reported miss¬ 
ing and was confirmed 
dead on Wednesday. The 
Canadian man was identi¬ 
fied as 25-year-old Nishant 
Fozdar Jagdeep. Authori¬ 
ties haven’t given their 
hometowns. □ 


A. CALATRAVA 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Looters ransacked 
supermarkets in several 
Argentine cities Friday, 
causing two deaths and 
evoking memories of wide¬ 
spread theft and riots that 
killed dozens during the 
country's worst economic 
crisis a decade ago. 

Santa Fe Province Secu¬ 
rity Minister Raul Lamberto 
described the attacks on 
stores as simple acts of van¬ 
dalism and not social pro¬ 
tests. 

Lamberto said two people 
were killed by a sharp ob¬ 
ject and gunfire after at¬ 
tacks early Friday on about 
20 supermarkets in the cities 
of Rosario and Villa Gober- 
nador Galvez. He declined 
to identify the victims or the 
attackers, but said 25 peo¬ 
ple were injured and 130 
arrested during the looting 
about 190 miles northeast 
of Buenos Aires. 

Closer to the capital, riot 
police fired rubber bullets 
to discourage a mob from 
attacking a supermarket 
in San Fernando, a town in 
Buenos Aires province. 
Some shops closed in sev¬ 
eral cities despite the busy 
Christmas shopping sea¬ 
son, worrying that the loot¬ 
ing might spread. 

The troubles followed a 
wave of sporadic looting 
that began Thursday when 
dozens of people broke 
into a supermarket and 
carried away televisions 
and other electronics in 
the Patagonian ski resort of 
Bariloche. The government 
responded by deploying 
400 military police to that 
southern city. 

The unrest brought back 
memories of violence dur¬ 
ing Argentina’s economic 
crisis in 2001, when jobless 


people stormed supermar¬ 
kets, shops and kiosks. 
Former President Fernando 
de la Rua resigned on Dec. 
20, 2001, after days of pro¬ 
tests against his handling of 
the crisis amid rioting that 


caused dozens of deaths 
and injuries across the 
country. 

National Security Secretari¬ 
at Sergio Berni and Cabinet 
Chief Juan Abal Medina 


said this week's looting in 
at least six Argentine towns 
was the act of “vandals” 
instigated by union leaders 
who oppose President Cris¬ 
tina Fernandez. 

“All that people cared 


about was breaking into 
shopping malls and tak¬ 
ing the LCDs and stereos," 
Berni said. 

He said that while Argen¬ 
tina still has poverty, it is no¬ 


where “like the Argentina 
of 2001.” Thousands of peo¬ 
ple marched in front of the 
presidential palace earlier 
this week demanding the 
elimination of income tax, 
which many lower-paid 
workers never had to pay 
before but must now af¬ 
ter receiving a salary hike 
earlier this year. The dem¬ 
onstration was called by 
Hugo Moyano, the head 
of the powerful General 
Labor Confederation who 
was once a close ally of 
Fernandez but is now one 
of her fiercest critics. 
“There’s a reality that 
shows that people are 
not going through a good 
time,” Moyano told local 
Radio Mitre. “We see it in 
the capital when the gov¬ 
ernment handles this situa¬ 
tion as if we were living the 
best year in Swiss history but 
when you see people living 
underneath highways.” 
Moyano accused the gov¬ 
ernment of orchestrating 
the lootingO 
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An car sits overturned in the parking area of a supermarket during 
looting in San Carlos de Bariloche, about 1.630 km southwest of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, Dec. 20, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Diario Rio Negro) 
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Pope stresses family values as gay marriage gains 


NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — The 

pope pressed his opposi¬ 
tion to gay marriage Friday, 
denouncing what he de¬ 
scribed as people eschew¬ 
ing their God-given gender 
identities to suit their sexual 
choices — and destroying 
the very “essence of the 
human creature” in the 
process. 

Benedict XVI made the 
comments in his annual 
Christmas address to the 
Vatican bureaucracy, 
one of his most important 
speeches of the year. He 
dedicated it this year to 
promoting traditional family 
values in the face of gains 
by same-sex marriage pro¬ 
ponents in the U.S. and Eu¬ 
rope and efforts to legalize 
gay marriage in places like 
France and Britain. 

In his remarks, Benedict 
quoted the chief rabbi of 
France, Gilles Bernheim, in 
saying the campaign for 
granting gays the right to 
marry and adopt children 
was an “attack" on the tra¬ 
ditional family made up of 
a father, mother and chil¬ 
dren. 



Pope Benedict XVI, second from left, and prelates exchange Christmas greetings, in the Clementine 
hall at Vatican, Friday, Dec. 21, 2012. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino) 


“People dispute the idea 
that they have a nature, 
given to them by their 
bodily identity, that serves 
as a defining element of 
the human being," he said. 
“They deny their nature 
and decide that it is not 
something previously giv¬ 
en to them, but that they 


make it for fhemselves." 
“The manipulafion of na¬ 
ture, which we deplore to¬ 
day where our environment 
is concerned, now be¬ 
comes man’s fundamental 
choice where he himself is 
concerned," he said. 

It was the second time in 
a week that Benedict has 
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taken on the question of 
gay marriage, which is cur¬ 
rently dividing France, and 
which scored big electoral 
wins in the United States 
last month. In his recently 
released annual peace 
message, Benedict said 
gay marriage, like abor¬ 
tion and euthanasia, was a 
threat to world peace. The 
Vatican went on a similar 
anti-gay marriage media 
blitz last month after three 
U.S. states approved gay 
marriage by popular vote. 
After the peace message 
was released last week. 


gay activists staged a 
small protest in St. Peter’s 
Square. On Friday, gay 
activists sharply criticized 
the pope’s take on gen¬ 
der theory and insisted that 
where gay marriage has 
been legalized, families are 
no worse off. 

Italy’s main gay rights 
group Arcigay called the 
pope’s comments “ab¬ 
surd, dangerous and totally 
out of synch with reality.” 
And a coalition of four U.S. 
Catholic organizations rep¬ 
resenting gay, lesbian and 
transgender people said 
the pope had an “outmod¬ 
ed" view of what it means 
to be man and woman. 
“Increasingly Catholics 
in the United States and 
around the world see what 
we see. Catholics, following 
their own well-formed con¬ 
sciences, are voting to sup¬ 
port equal rights for LGBT 
people because in their 
churches and communi¬ 
ties they see a far healthier, 
godly and realistic vision of 
the human family than the 
one offered by the pope,” 
according to a statement 
from the groups Call To Ac¬ 
tion, DignityUSA, Fortunate 
Families, and New Ways 
Ministry. 

Church teaching holds 
that homosexual acts are 
“intrinsically disordered,” 
though it stresses that gays 
should be treated with 
compassion and dignity .□ 
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AMSTERDAM (AP) — The 

sleek, white superyacht 
Apple founder Steve Jobs 
commissioned before his 
death cannot leave the 
Netherlands just yet due to 
a payment dispute 
Jobs collaborated on de¬ 
signing the 78.2-meter (256- 
foot) all-aluminum “Venus,” 
which has a minimalist aes¬ 
thetic, with French product 
designer Philippe Starck. 
Dutch newspaper Het Fi- 
nancieele Dagblad report¬ 
ed Friday that Starck hired 
a debt collection agency 
and got a summary legal 
order to keep the boat 
from leaving. 

Port of Amsterdam spokes¬ 


man Jeroen Ranzijn con¬ 
firmed the boat has been 
in the harbor since Dec. 8, 
and won't leave until the 
civil dispute is resolved — 
possibly as early later Fri¬ 
day. “It was actually ready 
to continue its voyage 
when there was a dispute 
between two parties, in¬ 
cluding the heirs, and one 
party laid a claim on the 
boat,” said Ranzijn. 

He said the dispute may be 
resolved shortly. 

According to the paper, 
Starck had only been paid 
€6 million ($7.9 million) by 
Job’s heirs, but believed he 
was owed €9 million. The 
boat cost €105 million. □ 



















El Gaucho Entertains Magic at a Fantastic Holiday Party 



ORANJESTAD - El Gaucho 
Argentine Grill hosted a 
group of radio personalities 
for dinner and drinks, cele¬ 
brating the successful con¬ 
clusion of 2012. The party 
was given by Magic 96.5FM 
director Erin Croes, better 
known as the queen of the 
airways, and her business 
associate Jacky Erasmus. 

Invitees included all DJs 
and news reporters, attest¬ 
ing to the station's excep¬ 
tion collection of media 
stars and communication 
power, including George 
Winterdaal, Yeimy Yepes, 
David Wing, Elsa Krosendi- 
jk, and Giovanni Muller, all 
popular household names 
here, besides the equally 
famous Kenny Koolman, 
Reno Irausquin, Tendo 
Boekhoudt and Irving de 
Cuba. Also on hand to 
join in the fun the recently 
recruited talk show hosts 
Jacky Suttle, Tabitha Fe- 
cunda and Rona Coster, 
of 96.5% Pica, in addition 
to special invitees, family 
members and close friends. 

The group congregated 
in the restaurant’s private 
room and enjoyed an ex¬ 
clusive and private affair, 
savoring the restaurant’s 
best and most juicy steaks 
and seafood. Director Erin 
Croes thanked her crew for 
their creativity and dedica¬ 
tion, praising her staff for 





their performance this year, went on after-hours, at Ga- 
as they each contributed rufa Ultra Lounge, with live 
generously to the success music by Gibison, and lead 
of the station. The party singer Ana Para. □ 
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Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beach items and much more. 


New Year’s Resolution: 3 Days of Nonstop Fun @ Bugaloe! 


PALM BEACH - “It is going 
to be a Joyride of Fun 
and happiness at the 
hottest beach bar in 
Aruba!" Bugaloe, the 
most happening place in 
Aruba, is playing host to 
the best in Aruba 3 days 
party bash. The event will 
start on December 30 and 
end on January 1. It will be 
celebrated with the live 
performances of many 
famous bands and singers, 
namely Mari Sela, Equator 
and Joyride. Spend New 
Year holidays with family 
and friends at Bugaloe while 
enjoying great food, drinks 
and world-class music. 
The event will continue as 
a three-day celebration, 
which will begin with live 
performance of Mari Sela 
on December 30. Mari 
Sela, a self taught and 
independent musician and 
songwriter, is well known 


for her blending across 
different genres. Enjoy 
the unique fusion of pop, 
electro pop and alternative 
music and fantastic blend 
of Latin and world music 
from this great singer and 
producer. Creating a fun 
party atmosphere for the 
assorted crowds, Mari Sela 
will definitely make the 
day a memorable one. 
On the most exciting night 
of the year, December 
31, Bugaloe is going to 
give you the most thrilling 
experience as the band 
Equator will perform live 
from 10 pm to 2 am. 

The New Year's Eve 2013 
will be topped off with a 
Champagne Toast and 
the Dutch doughnut 
"oliebollen”. Mark the 
beginning of the New 
Year with great food and 
great music at Bugaloe, 
which is indeed the best 


spot for an awesome view 
to fireworks on the beach. 
The best part of the event 
is that the entrance for all 
guests is absolutely free 
on the New Year's Eve. 
Celebrate the last day 
of three days fiesta with 
electrifying performance of 
Joyride, which will perform 
live from 6pm to 9pm. 
Bugaloe’s Tuesday night 
party band Joyride with 
an international repertoire 
will ease out the day and 
will make the evening 
cocktail more enjoyable 
with a great sun set view 
from the Bugaloe pier. The 
one and only Bugaloe in 
Aruba is located on De 
Palm Pier between the RIU 
Palace and the Radisson 
Resort at the Hi-Rise strip. 
Bugaloe is a beach bar 
within a walking distance 
from all major hotels in 
Aruba. The most beautiful 
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view of sunset, soothing to be cool and the coolest 
breeze and awesome place to be hot. For more 
Turquoise Ocean make information about Bugaloe 
Bugaloe the hottest place visit www.bugaloe.com. Q 









































ADVERTISEMENT! 12 


Saturday, December 22, 2012 



Adolfo Dominguez - AkJo Aruba Aloe Stone At lent is Adventures BGBG Maxasria 
Bulgan • Celvin Klein ■ Caroline Herrera ■ Cartier Choperd - Cigar Emporium Ci Gusts ■ Coach 
CocoSol Colombian Emeralds International Crocs Gusto Barcelona David Yurman Diesel 
Dufry ■ Entne INfous Epk Ermenegildo Zegns ■ Eva Boutique • Fa^onnable FurEa Gandeiman 
Gucci - Guess Guess Kids Hilfiger Denim Jewelers Warehouse Kenneth Cole 
Locaate La Martina Longchomp Loui3 Vuitton Michoal Kors Monalisa Pier Minimarket 
Ralph Lauren Rolex Starbucks Sun Specs Tag Heuor Vrlebrequm Yves Roc her 


Located at the Renaiasance Resort 
Oranjeatad. City Center 


R 

renaissance: 

Wl 



































Saturday, December 22, 2012 


^ I LOCAL 


Jolly Pirate Couple Overboard: In love that is! 


BOCA- While the 85ft. teak 


schooner, Jolly Pirates was 
moored at Boca Catalina, 
a scenic cove on Aruba’s 
Northwest Coast, Chris¬ 
tiaan Bosnie and Willemijn 
van Hagen hosted a fun 
- filled, fabulous party to 
entertain forty friends and 
family members aboard a 
sunset cruise. 

Several family from Holland 
flew in to witness the local 
couple pledge their love 
to each other. In keeping 
with the Jolly Pirates tradi¬ 




tion, the party goers from 
abroad, family from Aruba, 
colleagues from various 
Water Sports Companies 
and band members from 
Chris’ band. Mystical Con¬ 
nection together raised 
their glasses of the ship's 
signature brew. Pirate's Poi¬ 
son in honor of the newly 
married couple. 

“It was an unforgettable, 
memory for us”, explains 
Willemijn’s mother and fa¬ 
ther, who will be celebrat¬ 
ing their 50th wedding 



Anniversary in Aruba with 
more family! A heart- felt 
Pabien to the Van Hagen 
and Bosnie Families. 

With advance notice the 
Jolly Pirates can also help 
you to make your wedding 
day more special with ar¬ 
rangements for Private Cer¬ 
emonies for your special 
day to include Wedding 
Cake, Canapes, Cham¬ 
pagne, Flowers, Live Music, 


Upscale Menus and Pho¬ 
tographers. Weddings and 
Wedding Receptions can 
also be arranged aboard 
their teak schooner. 

Please visit the Jolly Pirates 
Website; www.jolly-pirates. 
com for additional infor¬ 
mation, give the pirates a 
shout at their souvenir shop 
on the MooMba Beach or 
call them at 586 - 8107 and 
after hours 592 - 78580 


American Style Burgers Rule!! 



T he inspiration far a good American style 
hamburger comes right from the owners 
backyard grinl. Aaron Walisever - before his 
'retirement 1 - wos known os ‘The King of Fireplaces 
& Gfilfc" in Mew England, Moving to Aruba From 
Sharon, Massachusetts with his wife Rosfe was a 
positive move oil around - bul their search for a 
good burger and fries didn’t sir etch for Irom home. 

It was this reason that Rosie fi. Aaron opened 5 
Burgers Aruba! As the name implies, there are 5 
specially burgers offered including a mgmmoth 
Western Burger, a tasty melted Gouda Burger, -a 
Farmers Burger complete with a fried egg. Far Ihe 
very hungry, a 3 paity Mon Burger and to round oul 
Ihe specials - a zesiy chicken breasi with special 
sauce «s also available. 

Ot course, hamburgers and cheeseburgers - small 
and regular sized are atso an the menu. But Ihe big 
surprise is Ihe handful daily - french fries - from 
select Idaho potatoes and hand-made onion rings! 

Cooking these in peonui oil leaves the pure potato 
Flavor in the fry, A favorite way fa enjoy fries is with 
vinegar! These compaement any meol ordered at 5 
Burgers! Burgers are pressed daily and are U.S.D.A. 
choice beef only and lightly seasoned with a special spice blend. They can even salrefy you if you desire o veggie burger. 
Toppings are encouraged and available af no additional charge - raw or grilled onions & mushrooms, leltuce, tomato, BBQ 
sauce and many more lasty items. Brand new items to the menu include a hand-made beef empanada and chicken bites. 
5 Burgers Aruba is open from Noon to IQTsh daily. Delivery is available to your pool or hotel room! They are located behind 
Senor Frogs and across from the Rodisson Hotel, Come by and enjoy a great burger experience. Rosie & Aoron are oFten on 
site - making sure lhal you are hoppy with your burger experience! Call 5 BURGERS ARUBa ot 5B4-39CW. □ 









































NHL players 
move closer to 
dissolving 
union 



Donald Fehr, executive 
director of the NHL Players 
Association, speaks to 
reporters about on going 
labor talks with the league 
outside the NHL headquarters 
in New York, in this July 31, 
2012 file photo. 

Associated Press 


IRA PODELL 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — NHL 

players are a step closer to 
dissolving their union, which 
would clear the path for 
players to file antitrust law¬ 
suits against the NHL in their 
protracted labor dispute. 
Union members voted this 
week to give the players’ 
association’s executive 
board the power to file a 
“disclaimer of interest” until 
Jan. 2. 

A person familiar with the 
outcome of the vote told 
The Associated Press on 
Friday that the measure 
passed easily, drawing 
more than the two-thirds 
majority that was neces¬ 
sary. However, the execu¬ 
tive board hasn’t made 
plans yet to meet to discuss 
whether to file the disclaim¬ 
er. If the Jan. 2 deadline 
passes, another authoriza¬ 
tion vote could be held to 
approve a filing at a later 
date. 



m the mm 


New York Giants running back David Wilson (22) 
flips after scoring on a 6-yard touchdown^ffifl 
during the second half of an NFL football g^^^ 
against the New Orleans Saints, Sunday, 

2012, in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated.Rr.ess, 
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Nadal nervous about return from knee injury 



his Dec. 31, 2011 file photo shows Spain's Rafael Nadal returning the ball to Roger Federer of 
Switzerland during the final day of Abu Dhabi Mubadala Tennis Championship in Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates. 

Associated Press 


MADRID (AP) — After a sev¬ 
en-month hiatus nursing an 
injured knee, Rafael Nadal 
is nervous about his up¬ 
coming return to the tennis 
court and believes it may 
be some time before he is 
back in top form. 

“I have my doubts. It’s nor¬ 
mal, we are talking about 
a knee, so of course I am 
afraid to see how it is going 
respond,” Nadal told Ca¬ 
nal Plus television on Friday. 
“But I can only trust my 
doctors and believe in my¬ 
self and that everything will 
be all right.” 

The 26-year-old Spaniard 
is set to play an exhibition 
tournament in Abu Dhabi 
on Dec. 27, his first action 
since being sidelined with 
tendinitis in his left knee fol¬ 
lowing a second-round loss 
to then lOOth-ranked Lu¬ 


kas Rosol at Wimbledon in 
June. 

The injury prevented Nadal 


from defending his Olym¬ 
pic singles gold at the Lon¬ 
don Games, where he was 


supposed to be Spain's 
flag bearer in the opening 
ceremony. He also had to 
pull out of the U.S. Open 
and Spain’s Davis Cup final 
against the Czech Repub¬ 
lic, which his teammates 
lost without him. 

The 11-time Grand Slam 


NHL players 


Contionued from Page 17 

The person spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the results of the vote had 
not been announced. 

If the executive board files 
the disclaimer, the union 
would dissolve and be¬ 
come a trade association, 
allowing the players to file 
lawsuits against the NHL. 
Negotiations between the 
NHL and the union have 
been at a standstill since 
talks ended on Dec. 6. 

Time is running short to save 
the season, with all games 
through Jan. 14 already 
canceled. A new labor 
agreement would need to 
be in place by about that 
time to salvage a 48-game 
schedule, the minimum in 
Commissioner Gary Bett- 
man’s opinion for the sea¬ 
son to proceed. 

The NHL is the only North 
American profession¬ 
al sports league to cancel 
an entire season because 
of a labor dispute, losing 
the 2004-05 campaign to a 
lockout. 

The NHLPA now appears 


winner and former No. 1 
said his knee has improved 
over the last two months af¬ 
ter making frustratingly little 
progress during the sum¬ 
mer. 

Even so, 

he acknowledged that 
he may have to skip some 
more events in order to get 
back to full speed. 

“I'm prepared to accept 
that at the start my knee 
might not respond well 
and I may have to take it 
easy, mixing periods of play 
and rest for the first three 
months,” he said. 

Nadal said that he wanted 
to play at Indian Wells and 
Miami with the goal of be¬ 
ing completely fit by April 
to play at Monte Carlo, a 
clay-court tournament he 
has dominated for eight 
consecutive years. 

The Abu Dhabi tournament 
features a six-man field that 
includes top-ranked Novak 
Djokovic and No. 3 Andy 
Murray of BritainO 


set to follow the lead set by 
NFL and NBA players. Both 
dissolved their unions dur¬ 
ing lockouts last year. 

The NBA's labor dispute 
ended less than two weeks 
after the union was dis¬ 
banded. Jeffrey Kessler, 
the lead negotiator for the 
National Basketball Players 
Association in that dispute, 
contends the NHLPA would 
be wise to go ahead with 
the “disclaimer of interest.” 
“I think this is much more 
likely to lead to a settle¬ 
ment sooner,” Kessler told 
The Canadian Press last 
week. “The players have 
concluded that they are 
on the verge of possibly 
deciding that it is better 
not to be a union and using 
the antitrust laws to attack 
the lockout, which all fans 
should be happy with be¬ 
cause it’ll work.” 

The legality of the lockout 
is already set to be tried 
in U.S. federal court after 
the NHL filed a class-action 
lawsuit last week against 
the NHLPA. The NHL also 
submitted an unfair labor 
practice charge with the 
National Labor Relations 
BoardO 
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Aruba’s first authentic mexican restaurant. 

Be ready to enjoy an intimate, friendly dining environment featuring a selec¬ 
tion of regional dishes showcasing Mexico’s most inspiring flavors. 

This truly authentic restaurant offers an array of elevated market food items, 
an extensive tequila selection and a list of handcrafted tequila cocktails. 
Outdoor lounge, tequila bar and restaurant seating is available. 

Open for dinner daily except Sundays 5:30 pm-10:30 pm 

www.amba.hyatt.com 
Hyatt. You’re More Than Welcome. 

A HYATT RESORT AND CASINO 
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NFL Preview 

Surging and stumbling 
toward NFL playoffs 



Dallas Cowboys defensive end Marcus Spears (96) sacks Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger (7) during the 
second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 16, 2012 in 
Arlington, Texas. 

Associated Press 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Some 
teams surge toward the 
NFL playoffs. Look at the 
Denver Broncos, Seattle Se- 
ahawks, Washington Red¬ 
skins and Green Bay Pack¬ 
ers. Others struggle to stay 
in the mix: Try the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, Cincinnati Ben- 
gals, New York Giants and 
Chicago Bears. 

This penultimate weekend 
of the regular schedule 
could propel a few of them 
and eliminate others. 

Chief among the clubs 
that could go either way: 
Defending champion New 
York, who have lost their 
last three road games and 
conceded 82 to fall to an 
8-6 win-loss record. Not 
even coach Tom Coughlin 
is sure what he has as they 
head to the Baltimore Ra¬ 
vens on Sunday. 

“It would be easy for me to 
say I do, but the reality of it 
is we haven't been able to 
play to substantiate what I 
would say is the personality 
of fhis team,” said Cough¬ 
lin, whose club gets a wild 
card, for sure, by winning 
its last two games. “So I’m 
definitely counting on the 
veterans to go ahead and 
prove this and do it with 
consistency. 

“Last year we did it over 
a six-game run and, ex¬ 
actly, we're in that situa¬ 
tion again."Even though 
the Ravens have already 
sewed up a playoff spot, 
it’s a critical game for Bal¬ 
timore (9-5) to get back on 
track after three straight 
defeats — two at home 
and one a bit down the 
road in Washington. 

“We dug this hole we're 
in,” safety Bernard Pollard 
said. “We can’t blame 
anybody but ourselves. 
We don't like losing three 
straight games. Nobody 
does. It’s at the point right 
now where we have to get 
back at it, man. We dug 
the hole, now we’ve got to 
find a way to get out of it.” 
The action begins on Sat¬ 


urday, when Atlanta could 
clinch home-field advan¬ 
tage through the NFC with 
a win at slumping Detroit. 
There are no more Monday 
night games this season. 
Cincinnati travels to Pitts¬ 
burgh in what amounts 
to an AFC playoff elimi¬ 
nation game. The Steel¬ 
ers (7-7) need two wins to 
play into January while the 
Bengals (8-6) need at least 
one more victory to assure 
themselves of a rare sec¬ 
ond straight playoff berth. 
Cincinnati hasn’t made 
consecutive postseason 
appearances since 1981- 
82, or before all but five 
players on the current 
squad were even born. 
Reeling and injury-rav¬ 
aged, Chicago heads to 
Arizona having dropped 
three straight games and 
five of its last six. There’s 
some discord in the locker 
room, coach Lovie Smith’s 
job security has become 
shakier, and they no longer 
can win the NFC North divi¬ 
sion. 

Still, a wild-card spot is 
available if Chicago wins 
its last two games, and 
even though the Cardinals 
routed Detroit last week, it 
was Arizona’s first win in 10 
games. 

The last game of the round, 
between Seattle and San 
Francisco, is the spotlight 
matchup, even though 
it won't decide the NFC 
West. San Francisco can 
take the division for the sec¬ 
ond successive season by 
beating Arizona in its finale 
even if it falls at what will be 
a rocking CenturyLink Field. 
The 49ers earned at least 
a wild card with their 41-34 
victory at New England last 
weekend. 

“Given my first four years, 
around this time, we prob¬ 
ably wouldn’t be play¬ 
ing for much, maybe a 
chance to win a game 
and maybe get in or wait¬ 
ing on three other teams 
to lose,” star linebacker 
Patrick Willis said. “It feels 
good to know that you’re 


playing for something. We 
have a playoff berth, but 
we want the division. And 
we also want to have that 
first-week bye, and we 
know we have to win this 
week first." 

The Seahawks are 6-0 at 
home, have won five of 
their last six overall, and 
scored 58 and 50 points the 
last two weeks. They aren’t 
likely to come close to that 
against the NFL’s stingiest 
defense; The Niners have 
allowed 218 points, one 
fewer than Seattle. 

Also on Sunday, it’s Wash¬ 
ington at Philadelphia; 


New Orleans at Dallas; 
Minnesota at Houston; In¬ 
dianapolis at Kansas City; 
Cleveland at Denver; Ten¬ 
nessee at Green Bay; New 


England at Jacksonville; St. 
Louis at Tampa Bay; Buf¬ 
falo at Miami; San Diego 
at New York Jets; and Oak¬ 
land at Carolina. □ 
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NBA Roundup 

Thunder beaten at least, lose to Timberwolves 99-93 



Minnesota Timberwolves’ Andrei Kirilenko, left, of Russia, 
defends against Oklahoma City Thunder’s Kevin Durant 
(35) during the first quarter of an NBA basketball game 
at the Target Center on Thursday, Dec. 20, 2012, in Min¬ 
neapolis. 


Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — J.J. 
Barea scored 14 of his 18 
points in the fourth quarter 
and the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves ended Oklahoma 
City’s 12-game winning 
streak with a 99-93 victory 
over the Thunder on Thurs¬ 
day night. 

Kevin Love had 28 points, 
11 rebounds and seven 
assists and Nikola Pekovic 
had 24 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for Minnesota. But 
it was Barea who was the 
key, scoring 12 straight at 
one point for the Wolves to 
hold off the team with the 
best record in the league. 
Kevin Durant had 33 points, 
seven rebounds and six as¬ 
sists and Russell Westbrook 
had 30 points, 11 rebounds 
and nine assists for the 
Thunder, who had not lost 
a game since Nov. 23 at 
Boston. 


HEAT 110, MAVERICKS 95 
DALLAS (AP) — LeBron 
James scored 24 points 
with some early baskets on 
nifty passes from Dwyane 


Wade, and Miami rolled 
to a victory over the injury 
plagued Mavericks. 

James has scored at least 
20 points in all 23 games. 


the longest streak to start 
an NBA season since Karl 
Malone’s 24 in a row open¬ 
ing the 1989-90 season. 
Dallas, still waiting for the 
season debut of 11-time 
All-Star Dirk Nowitzki after 
right knee surgery, was 
also without starting point 
guard Derek Fisher (right 
knee) and post players El¬ 
ton Brand (right groin) and 
Brandan Wright (right an¬ 
kle). 

The Heat never trailed af¬ 
ter James drove for a short 
floater 3 minutes into the 
game to make it 6-4. Wade 
had 19 points and six assists 
while Chris Bosh had 17 
points. 

Rookie Jae Crowder had 
15 points to lead six Dallas 
players in double figures. 
Dahntay Jones and Ber¬ 
nard James had 12 points 
each. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 101, NUG¬ 


GETS 93 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — J.J. 
Hickson had 18 points and 
18 rebounds for his sixth 
straight double-double, 
and the Trail Blazers beat 
the Nuggets. 

Nicolas Batum had 22 
points to give the Blazers 
their first four-game win¬ 
ning streak of the season 
despite missing forward La- 
Marcus Aldridge because 
of a sprained left ankle. 

The Nuggets were 0 for 22 
from 3-point range, break¬ 
ing the NBA record of 20 
misses set by the Trail Blaz¬ 
ers in a game against To¬ 
ronto last week. 

Denver had 74 points in the 
paint. 

The Blazers led by as many 
as 18 in the first half and 
while the Nuggets were 
able to close the gap, they 
were never able to pull 
evenO 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Snorkeling only $32.50 

Tues & Thur 9 -12 am or 1 - 4 pm 
Wed & Fri 9 -12 am or 12:30 - 3:30 pm 
Fruit and soft drinks included 

For reservation call 586-0096 


Leaving from: Pier between Moomba Beach and Marriott Resort 
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Douglas wins AP female athlete of the year honor 



In this Aug. 2, 2012, file photo, Gabrielle Douglas, of the United States, acknowledges the 
crowd after receiving her gold medal in the artistic gymnastics women’s individual all- 
around competition at the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. 

Associated Press 


NANCY ARMOUR 
AP National Writer 

Gabby Douglas, the first Af¬ 
rican-American to win the 
all-around Olympic gym¬ 
nastics title in London, was 
chosen The Associated 
Press female athlete of the 
year on Friday in a vote by 
U.S. editors and news direc¬ 
tors. 

Douglas received 48 of 157 
votes, seven more than 
American swimmer Missy 
Franklin, who won four gold 
medals and a bronze in 
London. Serena Williams, 
who won Wimbledon, the 
U.S. Open and the London 
Games two years after her 
career was nearly derailed 
by health problems, was 
third with 24 votes. 

Britney Griner, who led 
Baylor University to a 40-0 
record and the women’s 
U.S. college basketball title, 
and American skier Lindsey 
Vonn each got 18 votes. 
Douglas is the fourth gym¬ 
nast to win one of the AP’s 
annual awards, which be¬ 
gan in 1931, and first since 
Mary Lou Retton in 1984. 
She wasn't even in the con¬ 
versation for the Olympic 
title at the beginning of the 
year. That all changed in 
March when she upstaged 
world champion and team¬ 
mate Jordyn Wieber at the 
American Cup in New York, 
showing off a new vault. 


an ungraded uneven bars 
routine and a dazzling per¬ 
sonality. 

She finished a close sec¬ 
ond to Wieber at the U.S. 
championships, then beat 
her two weeks later at the 
Olympic trials. With each 
competition, her confi¬ 
dence grew. So did that 
smile. 

By the time the Americans 
got to London, Douglas 
had emerged as the most 
consistent gymnast on 
what was arguably the best 


team the U.S. has ever had. 
She posted the team’s 
highest score on all but 
one event in qualifying. She 
was the only gymnast to 
compete in all four events 
during team finals, when 
the Americans beat the 
Russians in a rout for their 
second Olympic title, and 
first since 1996. Two nights 
later, Douglas claimed the 
grandest prize of all. 

Since the Olympics, she has 
attracted deals with Nike, 
Kellogg Co. and AT&T, and 


agent Sheryl Shade said 
Douglas has drawn interest 
from companies that don't 
traditionally partner with 
Olympians or athletes. 

Her autobiography, 

“Grace, Gold and Glory,” 
is No. 4 on the New York 
Times’ young adult list. She, 
Wieber and teammates Aly 
Raisman and McKayla Ma- 
roney recently wrapped up 
a 40-city gymnastics tour. 
She met President Barack 
Obama last month. She 
turns 17 on Dec. 31. 


Though her busy sched¬ 
ule hasn’t left time to train, 
Douglas insists she still in¬ 
tends to compete through 
to the Rio de Janeiro Olym¬ 
pics in 2016. 

No Olympic champion has 
gone on to compete at 
the next Summer Games, 
but Douglas is still a rela¬ 
tive newcomer to the elite 
scene — she’d competed 
in only four international 
events before the Olympics 
— and coach Liang Chow 
has said she hasn’t come 
close to reaching her full 
potential. She keeps up 
with Chow through email 
and text messages, and 
plans to return to Iowa from 
her Virginia home after her 
schedule clears up in the 
spring. 

Of course, plenty of other 
athletes have said similar 
things and never made 
it back to the gym. But 
Douglas is determined, and 
she gets giddy just talking 
about getting a new floor 
routine. 

“I think there's even higher 
bars to set,” she said. 
Because while being an 
Olympic champion may 
have changed her life, it 
hasn’t changed her. 

“I may be meeting cool 
celebrities and I’m getting 
amazing opportunities,” 
she said. “But I'm still the 
same Gabby."□ 


College Roundup 

BYU beats San Diego State in Poinsettia Bowl 


BERNIE WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Brigham 
Young University broke 
open a dour struggle with 
two quick touchdowns from 
turnovers in the fourth quar¬ 
ter and beat San Diego 
State 23-6 in college foot¬ 
ball’s Poinsettia Bowl on 
Thursday. 

Three quarters of the game 


passed without a touch¬ 
down, but the contest sud¬ 
denly changed. With San 
Diego State pinned on its 
3-yard line thanks to ter¬ 
rific punt coverage by BYU, 
Aztecs quarterback Adam 
Dingwell dropped back to 
pass in the end zone. 

BYU linebacker Kyle Van 
Noy broke free from the 


outside and knocked the 
ball out of Dingwell’s hand 
and jumped on it for the 
game's first TD. 

The play was upheld after 
video review. “Turnovers 
were huge for us,” said Van 
Noy, who had two of BYU's 
five takeaways. “When we 
got that first turnover— that 
changed the momentum 
of the game."Q 



BYU quarterback 
James Lark throws 
a pass against San 
Diego State during 
the first half of 
the Poinsettia Bowl 
NCAA college 
football game, 
Thursday, Dec. 20, 
2012, in San Diego. 
Associated Press 
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From one boy’s death, lessons to save others 


JIM DWYER 

© 2012 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Prompted by 
the death of a 12-year- 
old Queens boy in April, 
New York health officials 
are poised to make their 
state the first one to require 
that hospitals aggressively 
look for sepsis in patients 
so treatment can begin 
sooner. Under the regula¬ 
tions, which are now being 
drafted, the hospitals will 
also have to publicly report 
the results of their efforts. 
The action by New York 
has elated sepsis research¬ 
ers and experts, includ¬ 
ing members of a national 
panel who this month for¬ 
mally recommended that 
the federal government 
adopt standards similar to 
what the state is planning. 
Though little known, sepsis, 
an abnormal and self-de¬ 
structive immune response 
to infection or illness, is a 
leading cause of death in 
hospitals. It often progress¬ 
es to severely low blood 
pressure, shock and organ 
failure. 

Over the past decade, a 
global consortium of doc¬ 
tors, researchers, hospitals 
and advocates has devel¬ 
oped guidelines on early 
identification and treat¬ 
ment of sepsis that it says 
have led to significant 
drops in mortality rates. But 
first hints of the problem, like 
a high pulse rate and fever, 
often are hard for clinicians 
to tell apart from routine 
miseries that go along with 
the flu or cold. 

“First and foremost, they 
need to suspect sepsis,” 
said Dr. Mitchell M. Levy, a 
professor at Brown Univer¬ 
sity School of Medicine and 
a lead author of a paper 
on the latest sepsis treat¬ 
ment guidelines to be pub¬ 
lished simultaneously next 
month in the United States 
in a journal. Critical Care 
Medicine, and in Europe in 
Intensive Care Medicine. 
“It’s the most common kill¬ 
er in intensive care units,” 
Levy said. “It kills more peo¬ 
ple than breast cancer, 
lung cancer and stroke 
combined.” 

If started early enough, the 
treatment, which includes 
antibiotics and fluids, can 
help people escape from 
the drastic vortex of sepsis. 


according to findings by re¬ 
searchers working with the 
Surviving Sepsis Campaign, 
the global consortium. The 
tactics led to a reduction 
of “relative risk mortality by 
40 percent,” Levy said. 
Although studies of 30,000 
patients show that the 
guidelines save lives, “the 
problem is that many hos¬ 
pitals are not adhering to 
them," said Dr. Clifford S. 
Deutschman, director of 
the sepsis research pro¬ 
gram at the Perelman 
School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania 
and the president of the 
Society of Critical Care 
Medicine. 

About 300 hospitals partici¬ 
pate in the study, and the 
consortium has a goal of 


having 10,000. 

“The case is irrefutable: 
If you take these sepsis 
measures, and you build a 
program to help clinicians 
and hospitals suspect sep¬ 
sis and identify it early, that 
will mean more people will 
survive,” Levy said. 

At a symposium in Octo¬ 
ber, the New York health 
commissioner, Dr. Nirav R. 
Shah, said that he would 
require state hospitals to 
adopt best practices for 
early identification and 
treatment of sepsis. 

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo in¬ 
tends to make it a major ini¬ 
tiative in 2013, said Joshua 
Vlasto, a spokesman for the 


governor. 

“The state is taking unprec¬ 
edented measures to pre¬ 
vent and effectively treat 
sepsis in health care facili¬ 
ties across the state and is 
looking at a wide range 
of additional measures to 
better protect patients,” 
Vlasto said. 

In April, Rory Staunton, a 
sixth grader from Queens, 
died of severe septic shock 
after he became infected, 
apparently through a cut 
he suffered while playing 
basketball. The severity of 
his illness was not recog¬ 
nized when he was treated 
in the emergency room 
at NYU Langone Medical 
Center. He was sent home 
with a diagnosis of an ordi¬ 
nary bellyache. Hours later. 


alarming laboratory results 
became available that 
suggested he was critical¬ 
ly ill, but neither he nor his 
family was contacted. 

For an About New York col¬ 
umn in The New York Times, 
Rory's parents, Ciaran and 
Orlaith Staunton, discussed 
their son’s final days. Their 
revelations prompted doc¬ 
tors and hospitals across 
the country to seek new 
approaches to heading off 
medical errors. 

In addition, Shah in New 
York convened a sympo¬ 
sium on sepsis, which in¬ 
cluded presentations from 
medical experts and Rory's 
parents. At the end of the 


meeting, Shah said that he 
had listened to all the sta¬ 
tistics on the prevalence 
of the illness, and that one 
had stuck in his memory: 
“Twenty-five percent,” he 
said - the portion of the 
Staunton family lost to sep¬ 
sis. He said he would issue 
new regulations requiring 
hospitals to use best prac¬ 
tices in identifying and 
treating sepsis, actions that, 
he said, he was taking “in 
honor of Rory Staunton." 
The governor’s spokes¬ 
man, Vlasto, said that “the 
Staunton family’s advo¬ 
cacy has been essential to 
creating a strong public will 
for action.” 

Levy said New York’s ac¬ 
tions were “bold, pioneer¬ 
ing and grounded in good 


scientific evidence,” add¬ 
ing, “The commissioner has 
taken the first step even 
before the federal govern¬ 
ment.” Deutschman said 
that initiatives like those in 
New York were needed 
to overcome resistance 
among doctors. “You’re 
talking about a profession 
that has always prided itself 
on its autonomy,” he said. 
“They don’t like to be told 
that they're wrong about 
something.” The availability 
of proven therapies should 
move treatment of sepsis 
into a new era, experts say, 
comparing it to how heart 
attacks were handled not 
long ago. □ 



Dr. Kevin Tracey, president of the Feinstein Institute for Medical Research at North Shore-Long 
Island Jewish Health System, and a neurosurgeon who has made discoveries about sepsis, on Long 
Island, N.Y. New York health officials are poised to make their state the first in the nation to require 
hospitals to aggressively look for sepsis in patients and report the results of their efforts. 

(Joshua Bright/The New York Times) 



Germany health 
care is attracting 
foreign patients 

NICHOLAS KULISH 
CHRIS COTTRELL 
© 2012 New York Times 

Duraid Adnan contributed 
reporting from Baghdad, 
and Victor Homola from 
Berlin. 

BERLIN - When Jalal Tala- 
bani, the president of Iraq, 
needed advanced medi¬ 
cal care for a stroke suf¬ 
fered this week, he flew 
not to the United States or 
Britain but to Germany, for 
treatment here in the capi¬ 
tal. 

For many Americans, Ger¬ 
many is known as a way 
station where soldiers 
wounded in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan received imme¬ 
diate medical care on U.S. 
military bases. But it is also 
a popular destination for 
wealthy and prominent pa¬ 
tients from the Middle East, 
Russia and beyond, experts 
say. 

Before the Arab Spring up¬ 
risings, the Egyptian presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak trav¬ 
eled to Munich in 2004 for 
back treatment and to Hei¬ 
delberg in 2010 to have his 
gallbladder removed. Last 
year. President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan 
reportedly had a surgical 
procedure on his prostate 
at the University Medical 
Center Hamburg-Eppen- 
dorf. 

According to German 
government statistics, the 
number of hospital patients 
from the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates rose to 1,754 from 339 
between 2000 and 2010, 
the most recent year avail¬ 
able. From Saudi Arabia, 
the figure climbed to 712 
from 143. The numbers from 
Iraq were smaller but still 
rose to 176 from 95. Over 
the same period, the num¬ 
ber of Russians jumped to 
4,873 from 842. 

“We have one of the 
worldwide best health care 
systems and people from 
abroad know that,” said 
Isabella Beyer, research as¬ 
sociate in medical tourism 
at the Bonn-Rhein-Sieg Uni¬ 
versity of Applied Scienc¬ 
es. Talabani, 79, is among 
them; he was treated in 
Germany before for back 
trouble. □ 
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Click, print, shoot: Downloadable guns possible 



In this Oct. 3, 2012 photo, “Wiki Weapons” project leader Cody Wilson points to his laptop screen 
displaying an image of a prototype plastic gun on the screen, while holding in his other a weapon 
he calls “Invivdual Mandate,” in Austin, Texas. Associated Press 


JASON DEAREN 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Downloading a gun's de¬ 
sign plans to your comput¬ 
er, building it on a three-di¬ 
mensional printer and firing 
it minutes later. No back¬ 
ground checks, no ques¬ 
tions asked. 

Sound far-fetched? It's not. 
And that is disquieting for 
U.S. gun control advocates. 
At least one group, called 
Defense Distributed, is 
claiming to have created 
downloadable weapon 
parts that can be built us¬ 
ing the increasingly popular 
new generation of printer 
that uses plastics and other 
materials to create 3-D ob¬ 
jects with moving parts. 
University of Texas law stu¬ 
dent Cody Wilson, the 
24-year-old “Wiki Weap¬ 
ons" project leader, says 
the group last month test 
fired a semiautomatic AR- 
15 rifle — one of the weap¬ 
on types used in last week’s 
Connecticut school massa¬ 
cre — which was built with 
some key parts created 
on a 3-D printer. The gun 
was fired six times before it 
broke. Though no indepen¬ 
dent observer was there to 
verify the test, a short video 
clip showing the gun firing 
and breaking was posted 
to YouTube. Federal fire¬ 
arms regulators said they 
are aware of the technolo¬ 
gy’s gun-making potential 
but do not believe an en¬ 
tire weapon has yet been 
made. Rep. Steven Israel 
said the prospect of such 
guns becoming reality is 
reason enough for the re¬ 
newal of the Undetectable 
Firearms Act, which makes 
illegal the building of guns 
that can't be detected by 
X-ray or metallic scanners. 
That law expires at the end 
of 2013. 

“What’s chilling is that last 
month a group of kids used 


a 3-D printer to actually 
manufacture (key parts) of 
the AR-15 and fire six bul¬ 
lets,” the Democrat said. 
“When the (act) was last 
renewed in 2003, a gun 
made by a 3-D printer was 
like a Star Trek episode, but 
now we know it’s real.” 
Even with gun control 
pushed to the top of the 
national political conver¬ 
sation, Wilson is steadfast 
about reaching his goal of 
making a fully download¬ 
able gun. This weekend, 
he and his partners plan 
to print four new lower re¬ 
ceivers — the part of the 
gun that includes the trig¬ 
ger, magazine and grip. He 
keeps three of these AR- 
15 parts in his tidy student 
apartment in Austin, Texas. 
While saddened by the 
Connecticut school killing, 
Wilson said Thursday that 
protecting the constitu¬ 
tional right to bear arms by 
giving everyone access to 
guns is more important in 
the long term than a single 
horrible crime. 

“Clearly what happened 


in Connecticut was a trag¬ 
edy,” he told The Associat¬ 
ed Press. “Still, by affording 
the Second Amendment 
protection, we understand 
events like these will hap¬ 
pen.” He said he discussed 
with his partners whether 
they should suspend their 
effort, and they all de¬ 
cided it was too important 
to stop. Wilson acknowl¬ 
edged there still are many 
technical hurdles to creat¬ 
ing a complete gun from 
a 3-D printer and provided 
no estimate on when his 
goal might be reached. 
Special Agent Helen Dun- 
kel of the federal Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire¬ 
arms and Explosives, which 
helps enforce gun laws, 
said the agency is familiar 
with Wilson’s project. She 
didn't offer an opinion but 
noted there is nothing il¬ 
legal about making many 
types of guns at home. 
Exceptions would be high- 
powered weapons like 
machine guns and those 
not detectable by airport 
scanners. 


3-D printing technology 
was developed for the 
automobile, aerospace 
and other industries to cre¬ 
ate product prototypes 
from the same hard plas¬ 
tics used in toys like Legos. 
Hobbyists mainly use the 
printers to design Christmas 
ornaments, toys and gad¬ 
get accessories. Prices on 
the machines have fallen 
as the consumer market 
grows, leading to a surge in 
interest from people in the 
so-called “maker” scene. 
Low-end 3-D printers can 
now be purchased online 
from between $1,500 and 
$4,000. The more high-end 
printers needed to make 
gun parts are still priced 
from $10,000 and up. 
Stratasys Ltd. of Minnesota 
makes 3-D printers. Shane 
Glenn, director of investor 
relations, said gun-making 
was never something envi¬ 
sioned for the machines. 
“The gun issue is something 
that the 3-D printing indus¬ 
try will have to address go¬ 
ing forward,” Glenn said. 
Right now, most people in¬ 


terested in 3-D printing rent 
time on one. There are a 
number of businesses and 
co-ops in major cities that 
allow access to the ma¬ 
chines for a nominal fee. 
At San Francisco’s Tech- 
Shop, which features a 3-D 
printer for its members, “as¬ 
sembling firearms is strictly 
prohibited and our staff 
is trained on that policy,” 
company spokeswoman 
Carrie Motamedi said. 
Wilson acknowledged his 
idea has met resistance 
from those active in 3-D 
printing. 

“The early adopters of 3-D 
printing technology seem 
to be an educated, more 
liberal group who were 
against firearms to begin 
with,” he said. Wilson said 
some are worried the gun 
project might spur regula¬ 
tions that will hurt or curtail 
their projects. 

Early schematics created 
by Wilson's group were 
posted on Thingiverse, a 
New York-based website 
that serves as a hub for 3-D 
printing aficionados. After 
the school shooting, Thin¬ 
giverse took down Wilson’s 
links. The site's spokeswom¬ 
an, Jenifer Howard, said its 
focus is “to empower the 
creative process and make 
things for good." Howard 
said Thingiverse's terms 
of service state that users 
cannot use the site to share 
content that contributes to 
the creation of weapons. 
Wilson said the group has 
already posted the links on 
its own website. Paul Saffo, 
a Silicon Valley technology 
forecaster who teaches at 
Stanford University's engi¬ 
neering school, said De¬ 
fense Distributed's work 
carries on a long tradition 
of tech geeks using inno¬ 
vation to make a political 
point, in this case on gun 
control and constitutional 
freedoms. □ 
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Wall Street puts Congress on notice over cliff 


But Boehner scrapped a 
vote on the bill Thursday 
night after it became clear 
that it did not have enough 
support in the Republican- 
led House to secure pas¬ 
sage. He called on the 
White House and the Dem- 
ocratic-led Senate to work 


market is saying, ‘Just give 
us something.’” 

Sal Arnuk, a partner at The¬ 
mis Trading, suggested that 
the sharp drop in stocks 
early in the day might have 
been an overreaction. The 
Dow was down as much as 
189 points, and before the 



Traders John Santiago, left, and Gregory Rowe work on the floor 
of the New York Stock Exchange Friday, Dec. 21, 2012. Stocks fell 
sharply after House Republicans called off a vote on tax rates and 
left federal budget talks in disarray 10 days before sweeping tax 
increases and government spending cuts take effect. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Investors 
sent Washington a remind¬ 
er Friday that Wall Street is 
a power player in talks to 
avoid the “fiscal cliff." 
Stocks fell sharply after 
House Republicans called 
off a vofe on tax rates and 
left federal budget talks 
in disarray 10 days before 
sweeping tax increases 
and government spending 
cuts are scheduled to take 
effect. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average lost as much as 
189 points before clos¬ 
ing down 120.88 points, or 
0.9 percent, at 13,190.84. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell 13.54 points to 
1,430.15. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite index declined 29.38 
to 3,021.01. 

The House bill would have 
raised taxes on Americans 
making at least $1 million 
per year and locked in de- 
cade-old tax cuts for Amer¬ 
icans making less. Taxes will 
rise for almost all Americans 
on Jan. 1 unless Congress 
acts. 

House Speaker John Boeh¬ 
ner had presented what 
he called “Plan B” while 
he negotiated with the 
White House on avoiding 
the sweeping tax increases 
and spending cuts, a com¬ 
bination known as the fiscal 
cliff. 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
fidence among U.S. con¬ 
sumers has sunk to its lowest 
point since July, according 
to a monthly index. 

The University of Michigan 
says its consumer sentiment 
index for December fell to 
72.9, a sharp drop from the 
November reading of 82.7. 
The November figure was a 
five-year high. 

Peter Newland, an econo¬ 
mist at Barclays, says con¬ 
sumer confidence has 
dropped because of un¬ 
certainty over whether 
Congress and the Obama 
administration will reach a 
budget deal to avert sharp 
tax increases and govern¬ 
ment spending cuts set to 
take effect in January. 


something out. 

The market's decline dem¬ 
onstrated that investors’ 
nerves are raw as they 
await a resolution. 

“Where we are today, the 
market would be satisfied 
with the announcement 
of a stopgap measure,” 
said Quincy Krosby, a mar¬ 
ket strategist at Prudential 
Financial. “The more the 
clock ticks, the more the 


market opened, stock fu¬ 
tures suggested a decline of 
200 points or more. 

“It's not a surprise that they 
weren't able to come to an 
agreement," he said. I don't 
think most of Wall Street an¬ 
ticipated that they would 
come to an agreement.” 
Other markets registered 
their concern, but the reac¬ 
tion was not extreme. The 
yield on the benchmark 10- 


year U.S. Treasury note fell 
0.04 percentage point to 
1.76 percent. 

The price of gold, which 
some investors buy when 
fear overtakes the market, 
climbed, but only by 0.9 
percent. Gold rose $14.20 
to $1,660.10 an ounce. 

If the full fiscal cliff takes 
effect, economists say 
it could drag the United 
States into recession next 
year. The impact would 
be gradual, though, and 
a recession is not a sure 
thing. 

Most people would re¬ 
ceive only slightly less 
money in each paycheck. 
And the tax increases and 
spending cuts could be 
retroactively repealed if 
a deal comes together 
after Jan. 1. If budget 
talks dragged on, many 
businesses might put off 
investment or hiring, and 
consumer spending could 
suffer. That's why most 
economists say it would 
be crucial to reach a deal 
within roughly the first two 
months of 2013. 

“Believe you me,” Kros¬ 
by said, “if you think that 
there is a recession in the 
offing you are going to 
see this market sell off. It's 
sell off first, ask questions 
later." 

It was not the first time that 
Wall Street worried about 
the fiscal cliff talksO 


And Peter Curtin, the Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan’s chief 
economist for the survey, 
said the loss of public con¬ 
fidence might be slow to 
recover even if a budget 
deal is reached early in 
the new year. 
“Confidence is lost much 
more easily than it can 
be regained,” Curtin said. 
“Blaming one side or the 
other for failure will only in¬ 
crease pessimism as it re¬ 
flects a dysfunctional sys¬ 
tem tor setting economic 
policy.” Chris Christopher, 
senior economist at IHS 
Global Insight, said the sur¬ 
vey showed that “Ameri¬ 
cans have become in¬ 
creasingly worried over 
their personal finances, 
business conditions and 
the economic outlook.”Q 
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Disney’s §4.06B 
acquisition of 
Lucasfilm made 

BURBANK, California (AP) 

— Disney says it has com¬ 
pleted its acquisition of 
Lucasfilm Ltd. for $4.06 bil¬ 
lion in cash and stock. The 
company said Friday that 
it issued 37.1 million shares 
and made a cash pay¬ 
ment of $2.21 billion to buy 
the maker of “Star Wars” 
from its sole owner, George 
Lucas. The total transac¬ 
tion value was based on 
Friday’s closing price of 
$50 for Disney shares. The 
deal includes special ef¬ 
fects giant Industrial Light & 
Magic, video game maker 
LucasArts and sound studio 
Skywalker Sound. The Walt 
Disney Co. has said it will 
revive the “Star Wars” fran¬ 
chise beginning with “Epi¬ 
sode 7" in 2015. □ 

Groupon buys 
online retail 
manager C.l. 

CHICAGO (AP) — Online 
deals company Groupon 
says it will buy online retail 
manager Commerceln- 
terface for an undisclosed 
amount. Groupon said Fri¬ 
day that the acquisition of 
the Salt Lake City-based 
company will help it man¬ 
age Groupon Goods, an 
e-commerce business that 
sells products from thou¬ 
sands of vendors. Commer- 
celnterface will no longer 
work with other customers 
that will transition to an¬ 
other service over the next 
six months. Groupon Inc. 
pioneered the online daily 
deals market, offering sub¬ 
scribers deep discounts on 
everything from spa ses¬ 
sions to toe fungus treat¬ 
ments. To expand its busi¬ 
ness, and in an attempt 
to distinguish itself from 
copycat online deals web¬ 
sites, Groupon has tried to 
establish itself as a local 
e-commerce company. 
It now also sells electronic 
gadgets and other goods. 
Groupon shares rose 3 
cents to close at $4.82. □ 


Consumer confidence gauge hits 5-month low 


Economists said confi- the standoff over the “fis- 
dence could fall further if cal cliff” persists into 2013. 



A person exits a business with a “Closing Sale” sign, in Philadelphia. 
Confidence among U.S. consumers has sunk to its lowest point 
since July, according to a monthly index released Friday, Dec. 
21, 2012. The University of Michigan says its consumer sentiment 
index for December fell to 72.9, a sharp drop from the November 
reading of 82.7. The November figure was a five-year high. 

(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 
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US durable goods orders up 0.7% in November 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

companies increased 
their orders for long-lasting 
manufactured goods in 
November, with a second 
consecutive monthly gain 
in a key category that re¬ 
flects businesses’ invest¬ 
ment plans. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported Friday that 
orders for durable goods 
rose a seasonally adjusted 
0.7 percent in November, 
compared to October, 
when orders had risen 1.1 
percent. 

Orders for core capital 
goods — considered a 
proxy for business invest¬ 
ment — rose 2.7 percent in 
November after a revised 
3.2 percent gain in Octo¬ 
ber, which was the biggest 
increase in 10 months. The 
two big gains came after a 
period of weakness in this 
category had raised con¬ 


cerns about flagging busi¬ 
ness investment, a driving 
force in this recovery. 

The gains were widespread 
in November, with only 
demand for commercial 
aircraft showing a big de¬ 
cline. 

The solid gains in orders in 
the business investment 
category came despite 
widespread concerns that 
businesses might be cutting 
back on investment be¬ 
cause of concerns about 
how the debate over the 
“fiscal cliff" will be resolved. 
The fiscal cliff refers to 
about a half-trillion dollars 
in automatic tax increases 
and spending cuts that will 
take effect in January if 
Congress and the Obama 
administration don’t reach 
a budget deal first. 

In addition, Europe's debt 
crisis and slower growth 
overseas have cut into 
U.S. exports and corporate 
profits and raised further 


concern. Total orders for 
transportation equipment 
dropped 1.1 percent, re¬ 
flecting a 13.9 percent 



drop in orders for commer¬ 
cial aircraft, which offset a 
3.5 percent rise in demand 
for motor vehicles and 


parts. Excluding transporta¬ 
tion, orders for nondurable 
goods, items expected to 
last at least three years. 



rose to $220.9 billion and 
are up 7.3 percent so far 
this year. Demand for ma¬ 
chinery rose 3.3 percent. 


orders for primary metals 
such as steel were up 2.4 
percent, while demand 
for computers rose 3.1 per¬ 
cent. A separate survey 
by the Institute for Supply 
Management showed that 
U.S. manufacturing shrank 
in November to its weak¬ 
est level since July 2009. 
The institute’s manufactur¬ 
ing index dropped to 49.5, 
down from 51.7 in October. 
Readings above 50 signal 
growth in manufacturing; 
readings below 50 indicate 
contraction. The govern¬ 
ment said Thursday that the 
overall economy grew at 
an annual rate of 3.1 per¬ 
cent in the July-September 
quarter. The increase oc¬ 
curred even though busi¬ 
ness spending on equip¬ 
ment and software fell at 
an annual rate of 2.6 per¬ 
cent, the first such decline 
since the spring of 2009, 
when the economy was in 
recession. □ 


A man examines a row of washers and dryers while shopping at 
a Sears store in Henderson, Nev. U.S. companies increased their 
orders for long-lasting manufactured goods in November, with a 
second consecutive monthly gain in a key category that reflects 
businesses’ investment plans. The Commerce Department 
reported Friday, Dec. 21,2012, that orders for durable goods rose 
a seasonally adjusted 0.7 percent in November, compared to 
October, when orders had risen 1.1 percent. 

(AP Photo/Julie Jacobson) 


Planned News Corp spin-off lost $2B in fiscal 2012 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ru¬ 
pert Murdoch's News Corp. 
said Friday that the news 
and publishing unit it plans 
to spin off next year posted 
a $2 billion net loss in the 
fiscal year through June, 
mainly due to one-time 
charges and restructuring 
costs in its newspaper divi¬ 
sion. 

The details of the split were 
revealed Friday in a fil¬ 
ing to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. It 
confirmed investors' sus¬ 
picions that the spun-off 
company — to be known 
as News Corp. — will be 
smaller and less profitable 
than the TV and movie 
business that will form Fox 
Group Inc. 

The “new” News Corp. 
posted $8.7 billion in reve¬ 
nue last fiscal year, about a 


quarter of the company’s 
total. Charges amounted 
to $2.8 billion, mainly due 
to declines in the value of 
newspapers and a drop 
in advertising at its in-store 
flyer business. The charg¬ 
es included restructuring 
costs of $156 million, most 
of which came from shut¬ 
ting down The News of the 
World, the tabloid at the 
heart of a hacking scandal 
in Britain. 


News Corp. CEO Murdoch, 
81, will be executive chair¬ 
man of the spun-off com¬ 
pany and remain CEO 
of Fox Group. He’ll end 
up controlling both enti¬ 
ties through the nearly 40 
percent of Class B voting 
shares he controls through 
a family trust. 

Robert Thomson, manag¬ 
ing editor of The Wall Street 
Journal, will be the CEO of 
News Corp. with an annual 


salary and target bonus to¬ 
taling about $4 million, not 
including stock awards. 

The filing of the plan “is an¬ 
other important step for¬ 
ward in the evolution of our 
company and in the estab¬ 
lishment of two indepen¬ 
dent global leaders,” Mur¬ 
doch said in a statement. 
Shareholder approval is 
not needed for the split, 
but is required for the way 
it happens. The company 


plans to issue shares in the 
new News Corp. to existing 
shareholders in proportion 
to their current holdings of 
nonvoting Class A shares 
and voting Class B shares. 
If shareholders don’t ap¬ 
prove the split plan, the 
company may have to 
come up with a different 
way to enact it. 

A special shareholder 
meeting will be held some¬ 
time next year.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 12/22 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Pepsi or RC 

5 Dwelling 

10 Cassius 
Ali’s birth name 

14 Wood chopping 
tools 

15 Restaurant 

16 Faith, _ and 
charity 

17 Beef or pork 

18 Bury 

19 Get_; take 

revenge 

20 Hopping mad 

22 Unemployed 

24 Debtor’s note 

25 France’s capital 

26 Dull’s opposite 

29 Cook in oil 

30 Sells drugs 

34 Make gentle 

35 Kimono sash 

36 NFL or NHL 

37 Shoot carefully 

38 Overused 
phrases 

40 Raced 

41 _ oneself; got 
ready for bad 
news 

43 Baby goat 

44 Long-standing 
quarrel 

45 Bishops’ 
conference 

46 Cot or crib 

47 Lock of hair 

48 Legally binding 

50 Meadowland 

51 Napoleon or 
Hirohito 

54 Hybrid citrus 

58 Yogi or Smokey 

59 More peculiar 

61 Tehran’s nation 

62 Bundle of hay 

63 Newspaper 
stand, perhaps 

64 Queue 

65 Toboggan 

66 Religious 
splinter groups 

67 Concludes 

DOWN 

1 _ to; woke up 

2 Work animals 


3 TV producer 
Norman _ 

4 Dancer Fred _ 

5 “Bye, Pierre!” 

6 Tie up 

7 Toronto’s prov. 

8 Radio music 
announcer 

9 Mistake 

10 Bill & Hillary’s 
daughter 

11 “I _ Lucy” 

12 Hairy beasts 

13 Strong urges 
21 Republican 

Party, for short 
23 _ one’s time; 
waits patiently 

25 Poked slightly 
with a pin 

26 Punctures 

27 Hirsute 

28 Jordan’s capital 

29 J. Edgar 
Hoover’s agcy. 

31 See eye to eye 

32 Maui feasts 

33 Mails 
35 Ancient 


All Rights Reserved. 

36 Guided 

38 Furniture wood 

39 Concealed 
42 Threw a 

blanket over 
44 Easily broken 

46 One under par 

47 Four and six 
49 _ at; beholds 


50 Songbirds 

51 Subsides 

52 Lunch or dinner 

53 Lose color 

54 Examination 

55 Actress Moran 

56 Come to shore 

57 Individuals 

60 _ Severinsen 




































































































































































































































































































































































Parents struggle to find 
gender-neutral toys 


MICHELLE R. SMITH 
Associated Press 
PROVIDENCE, Rhode Is¬ 
land (AP) — A 13-year-old 
girl's campaign to get Has¬ 
bro to make an Easy-Bake 
Oven that isn't purple or 
pink so it would appeal to 
her little brother is a fresh 
sign of movement in an old 
debate. Parents who hope 
to expose their children 
to different kinds of play 
— science sets for girls and 
dolls for boys, for example 


— can find themselves sty¬ 
mied by a toy industry that 
can seem stuck in the past 
when it comes to gender 
roles. Hasbro wasn’t the 
only target of criticism this 
year. One of the year's hot¬ 
test toys, the “LEGO Friends 
Butterfly Beauty Shop,” 
specifically aimed Legos at 
girls, but turned to tired gen¬ 
der stereotypes with its fo¬ 
cus on a beauty shop and 
inclusion of characters with 
curves and eyelashesO 
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A new office. 

A better way to buy 
and sell real estate. 


We are excited to announce 
the opening of our second office 

@ the Radisson Aruba Resort. 

Coldwell Banker Aruba Ri 

Radisson Aruba Resort 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 81 
Phone (297) 586-6672 


COLPUieUL 
BANKER D 


www.coldwellbanker.aw 
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Classifieds 


FOR RENT 

Ocean front 
Marriott Surf Club 
2 bedroom suite 
Dec. 23-30 2013 $6500 
Local #6901001 
Call: Us (206)714-5029 
E-mail: 

magiewolf@gmail.com 


FAST CONSTRUCTION 

Pa tur trabao di construction, lanta 
fundeshi te na dak, trabao chiquito 
y grandi, sigur y rapido. Yama nos 
y experiencia nos y lo bo keda 
satisfecho cu nos. 

Tel. 738-1985/566-1530 


198158A 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront $17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B 0V$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
1B Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.concierqerealtv.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 



"fAVl FUN DACIOllCU VISION" 


FAST CONSTRUCTION 

Pa tur trabao di construction, lanta 
fundeshi te na dak, trabao chiquito 
y grandi, sigur y rapido. Yama nos 
y experiencia nos y lo bo keda 
satisfecho cu nos. 

Tel. 738-1985/566-1530 

198158B 

FOR RENT 

Do you want to stay more day’s in 
Aruba? 

we have apts & houses for rent by 
days, week & months. Start $60 
p/day. 

Call: 733-6681 /745-3510 
E-mail: marita.landa@gmail.com 

197999 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 586-4231 or 
xtmsriberg@hotmail.com 

197975 

SALON & SPA/SPECIAL 

Manicure y Pedicure $30 
Massage (50 min) $45 
Facial (basic) $45 
Possibility to pick up!!! 

Bella Vista salon & spa / Seroe 
Patrishi 43-A 

Call now!! 583-7338/737-1408 

197999 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk 50 -2br $8500 
wk 52 - Ibr $9,000 
Tropicana Resort 
wk 51 Ibr $2,500 
weeks 5/6/7 $1.500 each 
Pis call. 732-2788 
E-mail: 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

198151A 


FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

1 Br Jan 5-12 $1,100 

2 Br Jan 6-13 $1,200 
2 Br Jan 19-26 $1,200 
Pis call. 732-2788 
E-mail: 

rental@arubadirectdeals.com 

198151A 


FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water, 
price at $160,000 
for more info. 594-6639 

197998 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in this 2 Br 
2 y 2 bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198153 

ST^P 

Violence Agafcnat Women 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


22 December 

% Dr. van Triat 

23 December 

Dr. Sneek 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica di Serv. Maria Tel: 585-8145 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Tel: 584-4606 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency » »*.X**+ 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


Dies'* 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



22 Island Princess 
AIDAIuna 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 






































































Saturday, December 22, 2012 


^ I SCIENCE 



U.S. says fast-growing fish would not harm nature 


MARY CLARE JALONICK 
MATTHEW PERRONE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
government health regula¬ 
tors say a genetically modi¬ 
fied salmon that grows 
twice as fast as normal is un¬ 
likely to harm the environ¬ 
ment, clearing the way for 
the first approval of a scien¬ 
tifically engineered animal 
for human consumption. 
The Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration on Friday released its 
environmental assessment 
of the AquaAdvantage 
salmon, a faster-growing 
fish which has been subject 
to a contentious, yearslong 
debate at the agency. 
The document concludes 
that the fish “will not have 
any significant impacts on 
the quality of the human 
environment of the United 
States.” Regulators also 
said that the fish is unlikely 
to harm populations of nat¬ 
ural salmon, a key concern 
for environmental activists. 
The FDA will take com¬ 
ments from the public 
on its report for 60 days 
before making it final. 
The FDA said more than 
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This undated 2010 handout photo provided by AquaBounty 
Technologies shows two same-age salmon, a genetically modi¬ 
fied salmon, rear, and a non-genetically modified salmon, fore¬ 
ground. 

Associated Press 


two years ago that the 
fish appears to be safe to 
eat, but the agency had 
taken no public action 
since then. Executives for 
the company behind the 
fish, Aquabounty, specu¬ 
lated that the govern¬ 
ment was delaying action 
on their application due 
to push-back from groups 
who oppose genetically 
modified food animals. 
Experts view the re¬ 
lease of the environmen¬ 
tal report as the final 
step before approval. 
“We are encouraged that 
the environmental assess¬ 
ment is being released and 
hope the government con¬ 


tinues the science-based 
regulatory process,” Aqu- 
aBounty said in a statement. 
If FDA regulators clear 
the salmon, as expect¬ 
ed, it would be the first 
genetically altered ani¬ 
mal approved for food 
anywhere in the world. 
Critics call the modified 
salmon a “frankenfish." 
They worry that it could 
cause human allergies and 
the eventual decimation of 
the natural salmon popula¬ 
tion if it escapes and breeds 
in the wild. Others believe 
breeding engineered ani¬ 
mals is an ethical issue. 
AquaBounty has main¬ 
tained that the fish is safe 
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and that there are sev¬ 
eral safeguards against 
environmental problems. 
The fish would be bred fe¬ 
male and sterile, though 
a very small percent¬ 
age might still be able to 
breed. The company said 
the potential for escape 
is low. The FDA backed 
these assertions in docu¬ 
ments released in 2010. 
Since its founding in 1991, 
Aquabounty has burned 
through more than $67 mil¬ 
lion developing the fast¬ 
growing fish. According to 
its midyear financial report, 
the company had less than 
$1.5 million in cash and 
stock left. It has no other 
products in development. 
Genetically engineered — 
or GE — animals are not 
clones, which the FDA has 
already said are safe to 
eat. Clones are copies of 
an animal. In GE animals, 
the DNA has been altered 
to produce a desirable trait. 
The AquaAdvantage salm¬ 
on has an added growth 
hormone from the Pacific 
Chinook salmon that al¬ 
lows the fish to produce 
growth hormone all year 
long. The engineers were 
able to keep the hormone 
active by using another 
gene from an eel-like fish 
called an ocean pout that 
acts like an “on" switch 
for the hormone. Typi¬ 
cal Atlantic salmon pro¬ 
duce the growth hormone 


for only part of the year. 
It is still unclear whether 
the public will have an ap¬ 
petite for the fish if it is ap¬ 
proved. Genetic engineer¬ 
ing is already widely used 
for crops, but the govern¬ 
ment until now has not con¬ 
sidered allowing the con¬ 
sumption of modified ani¬ 
mals. Although the poten¬ 
tial benefits — and profits 
— are huge, many people 
have qualms about manip¬ 
ulating the genetic code 
of other living creatures. 
If the salmon are even¬ 
tually approved for sale, 
consumers may not even 
know they are eating 
them. According to fed¬ 
eral guidelines, the fish 
would not be labeled as 
genetically modified if the 
agency decides it has the 
same material makeup 
as conventional salmon. 
AquaBounty says that ge¬ 
netically modified salmon 
have the same flavor, tex¬ 
ture, color and odor as the 
conventional fish, and the 
FDA so far has not shown 
any signs of disagreeing. 
Wenonah Hauter, direc¬ 
tor of the advocacy group 
Food and Water Watch, 
said forgoing labeling not 
only ignores consumers’ 
rights to know what they 
are eating, but also “is 
simply bad for business, as 
many will avoid purchas¬ 
ing any salmon for fear it is 
genetically engineered."□ 
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Author, ‘Whorehouse’ 
playwright Larry L. 
King dies 

MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Larry L. King, a writer and play¬ 
wright whose magazine article about a campaign 
to close down a popular bordello became the hit 
Tony Award-nominated musical “The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas,” died Thursday. He was 83. 

His wife, Barbara Blaine, said King died after battling 
emphysema at a retirement home in Washington. 
King wrote in a vernacular style similar to other South¬ 
ern authors such as Roy Blount and Charles Portis. 
His “Confessions of a White Racist” — he called it “a 
gratuitous admission of guilt on behalf of all white 
racists past and present, malignant and benign” — 
was a finalist for a National Book Award. 

King wrote his most famous piece about the Chicken 
Ranch brothel in 1974 for Playboy magazine, took 
the $3,000 and thought no more about it. But Peter 
Masterson, an actor, saw the article and thought it 
would make a great play. He and King got together 
with songwriter Carol Hall to create the smash musi¬ 
cal. Tommy Tune was the director and in charge of 
musical staging. 

The movie version starring Dolly Parton and Burt 
Reynolds was less than a smash with critics.□ 


For global distribution 

‘Pippin’ is back, and surrounded 



by Broadway buzz 
JOCELYN NOVECK,AP 
National Writer 
CAMBRIDGE, Massachu¬ 
setts (AP) — “Everything 
has its season, everything 
has its time,” goes a famous 
song from the musical “Pip¬ 
pin." Well, maybe, but for 
the many fans of that ‘70s 
Stephen Schwartz hit, a re¬ 
turn to Broadway has been 
overdue for years. 

Now those fans may get 
their wish. An ambitious 
revival that fuses the fa¬ 
mous Bob Fosse chore¬ 
ography with the daring 
physical world of circus is 
in previews at the Ameri¬ 
can Repertory Theater in 
Cambridge, Massachu¬ 
setts. And before it even 
opened, it was surrounded 
by Broadway buzz, with 
word that producers were 
seeking a theater on the 
Great White Way, perhaps 
for the spring. 

Director Diane Paulus cer¬ 


tainly has an enviable track 
record. Her revivals of both 
“Hair” and “The Gershwins’ 
Porgy and Bess" have not 
only gone to Broadway but 
have won Tonys for best re¬ 
vival of a musical. 

And to judge from the en¬ 
thusiastic reaction at a 
recent preview in Cam¬ 
bridge, audiences are lik¬ 
ing what they see. 

It helps, of course, that 
there’s so much nostalgia 


out there for the show, a 
whimsical coming-of-age 
story set in medieval times 
that opened in 1972 and 
ran for five years. Directed 
and choreographed by the 
masterful Fosse, it starred 
Ben Vereen as the Leading 
Player, an emcee-like role 
that won him a best-actor 
Tony. 

(Fosse, who died in 1987, 
won Tonys for direction and 
choreography.)□ 
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Ashton Kutcher files for 
divorce from Demi Moore 


Rebel Wilson to host spring¬ 
time MTV Movie Awards 


anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ash¬ 
ton Kutcher filed court 
papers Friday to end his 
seven-year marriage to ac¬ 
tress Demi Moore. 

The actor’s divorce petition 
cites irreconcilable differ¬ 
ences and does not list a 
date that the couple sepa¬ 
rated. Moore announced 
last year that she was end¬ 
ing her marriage to the ac¬ 
tor 15 years her junior, but 
she never filed a petition. 
Kutcher's filing does not in¬ 
dicate that the couple has 
a prenuptial agreement. 
The filing states Kutcher 
signed the document Fri¬ 
day, hours before it was 
filed in Los Angeles Superior 
Court. 

Kutcher and Moore mar¬ 
ried in September 2005 
and until recently kept their 
relationship very public, 
communicating with each 


other and fans on the so¬ 
cial networking site Twitter. 
After their breakup, Moore 
changed her name on the 
site from (at)mrskutcher to 
(at)justdemi. 

Kutcher stars on CBS’ “Two 
and a Half Men.” 

Messages sent to Kutch- 
er’s and Moore’s publicists 
were not immediately re¬ 
turned Friday. 

Moore, 50, and Kutcher, 
34, created the DNA Foun¬ 
dation, also known as the 
Demi and Ashton Founda¬ 
tion, in 2010 to combat the 
organized sexual exploi¬ 
tation of girls around the 
globe. They later lent their 
support to the United Na¬ 
tions’ efforts to fight human 
trafficking, a scourge the 
international organization 
estimates affects about 2.5 
million people worldwide. 
Moore was previously mar¬ 
ried to actor Bruce Wil¬ 
lis for 13 years. They had 



In this June 9, 2011 file photo, 
actors Ashton Kutcher and 
Demi Moore attend the first 
annual Stephan Weiss Apple 
Awards at the Urban Zen 
Center in New York. 

Associated Press 

three daughters together 
— Rumer, Scout and Tallu¬ 
lah Belle — before divorc¬ 
ing in 2000. Willis later mar¬ 
ried model-actress Emma 
Heming in an intimate 2009 
ceremony at his home in 
Parrot Cay in the Turks and 
Caicos Islands that was at¬ 
tended by their children, as 
well as Moore and Kutcher. 
Kutcher has been dating 
former “That ‘70s Show” co- 
star Mila Kunis. □ 



In this Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012 
file photo, actress, writer and 
comedienne. Rebel Wilson, 
a cast member in the film 
“Bachelorette,” poses for a 
portrait at the Four Seasons 
Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — “Pitch 
Perfect” star and “Brides¬ 
maids” scene-stealer Reb¬ 
el Wilson is taking center 


stage. 

MTV says it tapped the Aus¬ 
tralian actress to host its 
annual movie awards, set 
for April 14 in Culver City, 
California. The network 
made the announcement 
late Thursday during the fi¬ 
nale of its popular “Jersey 
Shore” series. 

Wilson is an actress and 
writer who rose to fame 
with her role as Kristin Wiig's 
nosy roommate in “Brides¬ 
maids.” Wilson's other 
credits include “Bachelor¬ 
ette” and “What to Expect 
When You’re Expecting.” 
The MTV Movie Awards 
have traditionally been 
held in June, but as the 
summer movie season has 
edged into May, the net¬ 
work scheduled its show 
earlier to give film fans a 
peek at the season’s block¬ 
busters. The MTV Movie 
Awards has often featured 
exclusive film previews.Q 
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The Bullet’s Legacy 


q-prpttEi.E&W 



FRANK BRUNI 
© 2012 New York Times 
HILLSIDE, N.J. - Before Monday 
morning I hadn’t seen Matt 
Gross in more than 15 years. That 
last time, in the spring of 1997, 
I'd watched as someone tried 
to teach him to shave. Reteach, 
I should say. Matt was then 28 
and had once known how, but 
you lose things - memories, skills 
- when a bullet tunnels through 
your brain. 

The one that tunneled through 
Matt’s destroyed about half of 
his left frontal lobe. This hap¬ 
pened at the Empire State Build¬ 
ing. I’m not talking about the 
shooting there earlier this year, 
on the sidewalk, but about the 
prior one, on the Observation 
Deck. We’ve now had so many 
gun-related blood baths in this 
country that we’re into reruns. 
Matt was clean-shaven when 
I reconnected with him. Some¬ 
where along the way, he told 
me, he’d figured out anew how 
to use a razor, though he can’t 
recall when. 

But he recalls Friday. He recalls 
the news from Newtown, to 
which he paid rapt attention. 
“They’re saying that this is the 
9/11 of shootings in this country,’’ 
he observed, laughing a bitter 
laugh. “The 9/11 of shootings 
happened years and years and 
years ago.’’ 

He meant that there have been 
massacres aplenty to rouse 
Americans from their compla¬ 
cency and lawmakers from their 
torpor. And yet... nothing. 

“It’s a travesty,’’ he said. 

Matt was shot by a recent im¬ 
migrant who illegally bought 
a semi-automatic handgun in 
Florida using a motel room as his 
address. He killed one of Matt’s 
best friends and injured five 
people in addition to Matt. 
Afterward, Matt, his two broth¬ 
ers and his parents allowed me 
into their lives for a story in The 
Times about his vibrant past and 
uncertain future. He’d been a 
force of nature: the president 
of the student council at Mont¬ 
clair High School in New Jersey; 
a double major at Bennington 
College; the lead vocalist in 
a progressive rock band, the 
Bushpilots, that was just start¬ 
ing to make some headway in 
Manhattan. 

If you’d told me back when I 
was chronicling his recovery 
that 15 years later, gun laws in 
this country would be less strin¬ 


gent, not more, I wouldn’t have 
believed it. 

But that’s the case, despite 
what happened on the Obser¬ 
vation Deck and then at Colum¬ 
bine, at Virginia Tech, in Tucson, 
in Aurora. 

In 2004 the federal ban on as¬ 
sault weapons was allowed to 
expire. In 2009 President Barack 
Obama signed legislation allow¬ 
ing concealed guns in national 
parks. Between the mid-1990s 
and today, the number of pri¬ 
vately owned guns in this coun¬ 
try is believed to have risen to 
about 270 million from nearly 
200 million. And the number 
of states with prohibitions on 
carrying concealed firearms 
dropped to one from seven. Il¬ 
linois remains the holdout, but 
perhaps not for long: a court just 
struck down its ban. 

Matt, meantime, has been try¬ 
ing to piece together a new life. 
In most ways he’s made an as¬ 
tonishing comeback, his read¬ 
ing skills sharp, his speech articu¬ 
late, his guitar playing fluid. 

But his memory is spotty, his ener¬ 
gy diminished, his concentration 
flawed and his self-expression la¬ 
bored. “In the last 16 years, I’ve 
written maybe four songs,” he 
said. “I used to write four a day.” 
He has off-kilter emotional reac¬ 
tions, laughing at things that are 
sad and crying when there’s no 
cause to. He’s sometimes blunt 
in unintended ways. 

Dating used to be easy but isn’t 
anymore. He’s at once wholly 
aware that he has a different 
personality and utterly unable 
to retrieve the old one. He said 
he missed it. 

Now 43, he shares a state-sub¬ 
sidized apartment with another 
man who suffered a brain in¬ 
jury, and he takes a special bus 
three days a week to a job at 
the Community Food Bank of 
New Jersey, where his chores in¬ 
clude pest control and sweep¬ 
ing floors. That’s where I spoke 
with him. 

He wishes he could afford a 
place of his own. He wishes he 
could perform “Jingle Bells” - 
which he will, at the food bank’s 
holiday party - without a sheet 
of lyrics. 

The shooting, he said, “ruined 
my life. I wouldn’t be working 
here. I’d be putting out albums. 
I’d be touring the world.” His 
voice was matter-of-fact. 

“A lot of what he was has been 
taken forever,” said his older 
brother, Dan, the current presi¬ 
dent of the Brady Campaign 
to Prevent Gun Violence. But 
what’s left, Dan said, “is pretty 
amazing.” That includes a son, 
age 7. Matt fathered him for 
an unmarried family friend who 
“knew that I was talented and 
funny,” Matt said. “And the kid is 
all of those things.” Matt showed 
me a picture of the thin blond 
boy, who now lives in California, 
and beamed. Dan, noting that 
Matt’s struggles have nothing 
to do with heredity, said: “To all 
of us, and I hope to him, there’s 
some deep fulfillment in the fact 
that the stuff that made him 
great is being passed along in 
pure form to this new life.’O 



Let’s Get Madd About Guns 



JOE NOCERA 


© 2012 New York Times 

On May 3, 1980, a 13-year-old 
girl named Cari Lightner was 
killed by a drunken driver. A 
terrible alcoholic, the man had 
three prior drunken driving con¬ 
victions. He had just come from 
a bar, on the back end of a 
three-day binge. 

Within weeks, Cari’s mom, Can¬ 
dy Lightner, co-founded MADD, 
or Mothers Against Drunk Driv¬ 
ing. All over the country, moth¬ 
ers fed up with the unwillingness 
of politicians to do anything 
about drunken driving flocked 
to the organization. Within a 
few years, MADD had persuad¬ 
ed President Ronald Reagan 
to support a national drinking 
age of 21, and it had pushed 
through state laws toughening 
the penalties for driving while in¬ 
toxicated. Perhaps most impor¬ 
tant, MADD turned a dangerous 
behavior that had long been so¬ 
cially acceptable into a taboo. 

I was out of town on Friday, 
when the Newtown, Conn., 
massacre took place and could 
only connect to my loved ones 
by phone. My fiancee wept un¬ 
controllably: “I can’t imagine 
what it would be like to drop 
Mackie off at school, and never 
see him again,” she said, refer¬ 
ring to our 2-year-old son. My 
grown daughter also cried. 
Listening to them - and seeing 
how powerfully affected the 
country has been by this horrible 


slaughter of children and their 
teachers - I couldn’t help think¬ 
ing about MADD. Its success 
came about because its found¬ 
ers tapped into a wellspring of 
anger that had been quietly 
building - just like the current 
anger over the recent spate of 
mass killings. But it also came 
about because mothers could 
give a human face to the con¬ 
sequences of political inaction: 
their own children. How do you 
trump that? 

Sadly, thanks to the elementary 
school shootings on Friday, chil¬ 
dren are now inexorably linked 
with the kind of mass killing that 
has become far too common. 
On Sunday, at the vigil in New¬ 
town, President Barack Obama 
explicitly cast the country’s lax 
gun laws as a failure to protect 
children. I have no doubt his re¬ 
marks were heartfelt, but they 
were also politically shrewd. 
Rarely has the National Rifle As¬ 
sociation been so silent. 

One absurd argument some 
gun extremists are already mak¬ 
ing is that, instead of tightening 
gun laws, we should go in the 
other direction, and start pack¬ 
ing heat. That way, you see, we 
can mow down the bad guy 
before he gets us. 

In Michigan, a bill to allow con¬ 
cealed weapons to be brought 
into public schools, day-care 
centers and churches has been 
approved by the Legislature 
and is awaiting the signature 
of that state’s Republican gov¬ 
ernor, Rick Snyder. In the most 
recent issue of The Atlantic, Jef¬ 
frey Goldberg argues that the 
country is so “saturated” with 
guns - some 300 million - that it’s 
pointless to try to put controls on 
gun ownership. Besides, he says, 
“people should have the ability 
to defend themselves.” A Texas 
congressman, Louie Gohmert, 
said that if only the principal of 
Sandy Hook Elementary School 
“had an M4 in her office,” she 
could have stopped Adam Lan¬ 
za, the Newtown gunman. 

But the experience of other 
countries puts the lie to that 


argument. In Australia, in 1996, 
a man killed 35 people in the 
course of an afternoon ram¬ 
page. Australia soon went from 
having relaxed gun laws to 
having tough gun laws, includ¬ 
ing such common-sense mea¬ 
sures as character witnesses 
for people who want to own a 
gun, and the purchase of a safe 
bolted to the wall or floor. There 
are still plenty of hunters in Aus¬ 
tralia, but it hasn’t had a mass 
killing since. 

South Africa may be an even 
better example. For many 
years, South Africa was a coun¬ 
try every bit as gun-soaked as 
America. I have a friend, Greg 
Frank, a hedge fund manager 
in Charlottesville, Va., who lived 
in Johannesburg during a time 
when it had become so crime- 
ridden that people felt the need 
to own guns to protect them¬ 
selves. He, too, owned a gun 
as a young man: “I made the 
excuse that I needed it for self¬ 
protection.” 

The guns didn’t make anybody 
safer. People who were held 
up while waiting at a red light 
rarely had time to pull out their 
guns. And the fact that so many 
homes had guns became an in¬ 
centive for criminals, who would 
break in, hold the family hos¬ 
tage, and then order that the 
safe with the guns be opened. 
“Everyone knew someone who 
had family or friends who had 
experienced gun violence,” he 
said. Finally, he says, people 
got fed up. In 2004, the laws 
changed, requiring annual re¬ 
licensing, character witnesses 
and other measure to keep 
guns out of the wrong hands. 
There was also an appeal to vol¬ 
untarily surrender guns. 

“I took my gun to the police sta¬ 
tion,” recalls Frank. “The cop re¬ 
ceiving it wrote down the serial 
number, took my ID, and I was 
gone. It felt transformational, 
like a huge weight off my shoul¬ 
ders.” 

It will for us, too, when we finally 
get serious about stopping gun 
violence. □ 
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Handling office holiday parties when the mood is grim 



Wall Street banks that once took over entire floors of nightclubs 
and reserved steakhouses are continuing to follow restrictions 
on the office holiday party after the year that brought Hurricane 
Sandy, looming fiscal austerity and global scrutiny of banks. 

(Minh Uong/The New York Times) 
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In the year of Hurricane 
Sandy, looming fiscal aus¬ 
terity and global scrutiny of 
banks. Wall Street is just not 
in a celebratory mood. 
Banks that once took over 
entire floors of Manhattan 
nightclubs and reserved 
Midtown steakhouses are 
continuing to follow restric¬ 
tions on the office holiday 
party, many of which have 
been in place since the 
2008 financial crisis. 

Witness the scene at the 
40/40 Club in New York’s 
Flatiron district on a re¬ 
cent December evening. 
There was no lavish, com¬ 
panywide affair; instead, a 
group of 40 Morgan Stan¬ 
ley employees gathered 
in a private room off to the 
side of the club. 

The generous platters of 
sliders and lobster crab- 
cakes were present. But in¬ 
stead of Grey Goose vod¬ 
ka, there was Smirnoff and 
Stolichnaya. 

“It’s probably not going to 
be caviar and ice sculp¬ 
tures, but it’s still going to 
be something,” said Dale 
Winston, chief executive of 
the executive search firm 


Battalia Winston. 

Intimate group gatherings, 
paid for out of pocket by 
department heads and 
managing directors, are 
the new norm. With tighter 
budgets and dwindling sal¬ 
aries, investment bankers 
in the bulge bracket can 
hardly count on dinner, let 


alone top-shelf liquor. 
Smaller holiday gatherings 
mean more face time with 
superiors and less opportu¬ 
nity to let loose. A Morgan 
Stanley financial adviser in 
Los Angeles described the 
new, austere conditions as 
“stiff and boring.” 

“I went and made sure my 


managing director saw me, 
and then I just left,” he said. 
“They've taken what used 
to be a party and have re¬ 
duced it to an event where 
people just meet up and 
chat.” 

While the parties are a sub¬ 
ject of much conversation, 
few if any lower-ranking 
employees are willing to 
discuss them on the record. 
Under stern orders not to 
talk to reporters about any¬ 
thing - including seating ar¬ 
rangements at company 
get-togethers - workers 
insisted on anonymity to 
describe the holiday mer¬ 
rymaking.Neither Morgan 
Stanley nor Credit Suisse 
held company-sponsored 
holiday parties this year. 
Citigroup, Deutsche Bank, 
Barclays and the invest¬ 
ment banking division of 
Bank of America decided 
against them as well, but 
departments can do as 
they please as long as the 
costs come from their own 
accounts. Representatives 
of Morgan Stanley, Credit 
Suisse, Bank of America 
and Barclays declined to 
comment. 

The restaurants and other 


sites the banks once fre¬ 
quented say they are feel¬ 
ing the pinch as “budget 
conscious” has become 
a motto of party planners. 
And chains that Wall Street 
might once have consid¬ 
ered declasse are being 
welcomed by the staff in 
accounting. 

For example, Brother 
Jimmy’s, a barbecue res¬ 
taurant with a number of 
Manhattan locations, ca¬ 
tered many more in-house 
celebrations this year for 
corporate clients, including 
major banks, said a spokes¬ 
woman, Jenna Fritsche. 

The reluctance of Wall 
Street firms to return to 
sponsored parties runs 
contrary to a general re¬ 
surgence of corporate holi¬ 
day celebrations. 

In its annual study. Battalia 
Winston found that 91 per¬ 
cent of the 105 companies 
surveyed planned to hold 
a party this year, up from 
74 percent in 2011. 

“The banks are still image¬ 
conscious,” Winston said. 
“It’s hard to have a party 
when you’re laying people 
off.” 

Restaurants and clubs 
have responded accord¬ 
ingly, convinced that the 
belt-tightening is here to 
stay. 

“People aren't just going to 
say, ‘I have $10,000, throw 
me a party,”’ said Lauren 
Menache, a publicist for 
Berk Communications in 
New York, which represents 
high-end group dining 
spots like Junoon and those 
owned by the restaurateur 
Richard Sandoval. 

“They really want to try and 
understand where their 
money is going." 

This year, sites like the 40/40 
Club, once the beneficia¬ 
ries of opulent affairs, have 
shifted their focus to entic¬ 
ing smaller groups with spe¬ 
cific food and drink pack¬ 
ages. 

“Companies are divid¬ 
ing up and having smaller 
events," said Amber King, 
director of sales at the 40/40 
Club, who has booked par¬ 
ties for three Credit Suisse 
groups this holiday sea¬ 
son, charging around $60 
to $150 per person. “That’s 
how they are maintaining 
costs.□ 
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